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A Letter From The Editor


My Heroes Have Always Been Lawyers


Welcome to our very first "Legal

Eagles" themed issue, with a focus on law and lawyers. We plan to do this each September. I've wanted to do one of these for a very long time. Why? Two reasons.

First, people are moving to Parker County like miners to California in the 1849 Gold Rush. Everyone needs a good lawyer these days. Just living constitutes a legal issue. If you're living or doing business in Parker County, you need to have a relationship with a good Parker County lawyer, meaning one that knows the way around the Parker County legal system.

The second reason is simply because some of the most interesting and colorful characters I've met during my career have been attorneys (of course so have some of the biggest "pills," but I'm not going there) and I love to write about lawyers — even the pills.

One of the most interesting was Leonard "Cowboy" Schilling. He avoided meeting me, can't say I blame him.

I was working on a big story and in way over my head (not the first time). It was a whistleblower case and his client was the whistleblower that involved the Tarrant County Sheriff's Office. The sheriff was new, the county's first Republican sheriff since Reconstruction, and he'd given me an exclusive interview.

I believe that the sheriff gave me that interview because I simply had no dog in the fight, no axe to grind, I was a-political and I wasn't trying to burn him. I just wanted to write an accurate article that presented the facts. But, Schilling, the lawyer for the whistleblowing deputy, wouldn't return my calls. I desperately needed an interview with "the other side."

Rumor had it that the lawyer worked late on Mondays, and would answer his own phone after 4:30, after his paralegal went home.

I called at 4:45 p.m. Guess what? He answered.

I told him my name and why I was calling. Schilling said, "Marsha Brown, the sheriff's P.R. agent? That Marsha Brown." He sounded like Tommy Lee Jones. I could actually hear him smoking through the phone. He exhaled. I imagined that I could smell the cigar smoke coming through my flip phone. "Now why would I want to talk to you?"

"What's the matter, Mr. Schilling?" I said, with a bravery I didn't feel. "Are you afraid of me?"

"Afraid?" he growled into the phone.

"Get your sheriff-loving a__over here,

nnnoooowww!"

I was 20 minutes away but I arrived at his law office in 10 (don't ask).

He unlocked the office door for me. He was dressed in a western-cut sports jacket, blue jeans, very cool western boots and a necktie bearing the image of the Lone Ranger. Seriously. He had a huge mustache that flipped up on the ends and eyes that danced when he argued. He was fabulous!

Schilling shouted and spewed profanity at me ... for at least 10 minutes. Then he offered me an alcoholic beverage.

I declined, telling him, "I'm like this sober."

He laughed, and we talked at length about the case and he finally pronounced me to be a "pretty good kid." That's when I noticed that he had a torpedo in his office.

Ultimately, I got my interview and made a new friend in the process. He was a good friend — intensely loyal, kind and always funny. He was there for me when my dad died, gave me fatherly advice and didn't scold me when I failed to follow it.

Schilling had been a Fort Worth police officer for 23 years, 16 of those years he spent on mounted horse patrol in the Fort Worth Stockyards.

Once, Schilling chased down a fugitive, a man who was wanted for committing a brutal rape. Schilling brought him back to Texas, then proved that he was innocent. After that, Schilling went on to pursue his law degree from South Texas College of Law and was admitted to the Texas Bar in 1990.

They made a television movie based (sort of) on the story. Schilling wasn't pleased with it, because Tommy Lee Jones didn't play him and a "pretty boy" took the role. "He didn't even wear a hat," Schilling said. "He was afraid it would give him hat hair."

In the days that followed our first meeting, Schilling let me interview his client and I got quite a story. Even better, the FBI eventually subpoenaed my notes (very exciting). The agent that came to retrieve my reporter's notebooks thumbed through them, snarled with disdain at my serial-killer-like handwriting and asked, "Is this some sort of code?" I shook my head, "No." He tried again, "Is it some sort of shorthand?" Again, "No." Finally, "You're telling me you can even read this?" I shook my head, "Yes." He muttered, "This is not helpful at all." Then 11 years later I was asked to give a deposition about those notes. Eventually, I was called to testify but never called to the stand. By then, I could still read the notes but some of the memories had faded a little into the morass of cases I'd covered throughout the years. "It's no big deal.

Just tell 'em that," Schilling said. "They know people forget some stuff."

He was a criminal defense attorney in private practice for 24 years.

Schilling did heroically adventurous things. He rescued a fledgling big horned owl and raised him to adulthood. I'm pretty sure the owl thought Schilling was his mother.

Schilling and Mike Ware (another fascinating attorney) defended a man whose step-grandfather's body was retrieved from a septic tank on the family property, and at the end of the trial their client was acquitted of murder. During a recess Schilling turned to the bailiff and said, "I'd love to have that skull for my office."

Once, when Schilling was on his way to court he saw a thug snatch a woman's purse. Wearing his huge Stetson, cowboy boots and his "Lone Ranger" tie (it was his favorite, because it was a gift from his youngest daughter), he chased down the thug, retrieved the lady's purse and held the thief, face-down on the sidewalk until the police arrived to take the assailant to jail. A crowd gathered, chanting, "Lone Ranger, Lone Ranger, Lone Ranger ..."

He loved coming to the rescue.

We had a friendship that spanned more than two decades. He died in October of 2014.

He was a great man, a gifted attorney who cared deeply about his clients, but mostly he was a good friend. I miss covering his cases.

Thanks for reading Marsha Brown Editor-in-Chief and Publisher Parker County Today Magazine
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When Weatherford's own Tom Vick was sworn in as the 137th president of the State Bar of Texas on June 23, it marked two big firsts — the first State Bar president from Parker County, and the first family practice attorney to hold the esteemed office.

A few days after taking office, Vick sat down with Marsha Brown, PCT's editor-in-chief, to talk about life, law and the Peach Festival.

Tom Vick can't recall a time in his life when he didn't want to be a lawyer.

The son of well-loved local attorney Gabe Vick, some of his earliest and happiest memories center around spending Saturdays in his father's office in downtown Weatherford, watching quietly as his father helped people solve the overwhelmingly complicated problems of life. Today, he works from the office where his father practiced law.

How much did those great, early memories have to do with Vick's decision to become a lawyer?

"Oh, probably everything," Vick said. "A lot of children of lawyers decide to become lawyers. It's very prevalent."

Not only was Gabe Vick an attorney, he was a Parker County Judge for a good long while.

"Occasionally, I went to the courthouse with him when he conducted a wedding," Vick said. One of his favorite stories about his father centered around just such an occasion.

In the presence of the bride, her family, and friends, the groom, turned to Judge Vick and asked, how much he owed the judge for performing the marriage ceremony.

"In the finest spirit of Access to Justice and making legal services available based on what the client could afford, he looked at the groom and said, 'Whatever you think she's worth!' That was my first lesson in value billing."

What influenced his father to decide to become a lawyer?

"I have no idea," Vick said. "I just showed up in this world, and he was already a lawyer."

Gabe Vick served in the Korean War and upon his return home, enrolled in the University of Texas at Austin.

"He became a lawyer and my uncle became a dentist," Vick said.

Accompanying his father as he campaigned is another of Vick's happy, early memories.

"He was running for county judge when I was 9 years old. I'd ride around the county with him in his old black 1958 Pontiac," Vick said. "He would stop at coffee shops and businesses, he'd hand out cards and talk to people about their problems."

Tom Vick loved meeting those people and watching

as his father talked to them and helped them. Vick always looked forward to those Saturdays.

When he grew up, he pursued his goal of becoming an attorney, by heading to Austin College in Sherman, where he played on the basketball team, as he pursued his bachelors degree, then to South Texas College of Law, in Houston, where he earned his law degree graduating in 1981.

Once Vick reached that goal, he returned to Weatherford to practice law with his dad.

Like his father, Vick was and still is a firm believer in the importance of giving back to his community. Even as a young attorney, while working hard to establish his law practice, he never shrank from serving his community.

At the age of 27, Vick was elected mayor of Weatherford, the second youngest mayor in the city's history.

"Jim Wright was the youngest mayor in Weatherford's history. He beat me by 45 days," Vick said.

While Vick served as mayor, Weatherford made a number of strides that probably would not have happened without Vick's leadership, including construction of a new city hall, the one Weatherford operates from now, as well as a new fire station. It was all accomplished without a tax increase.

During that time, the Parker County Peach Festival made its debut in the parking lot of College Park Shopping Center.

Of course, Mayor Vick was in attendance, along with a few dozen others.

"That's what you do when you're the 2 7-year-old mayor of Weatherford," Vick said. "Who would have imagined that it would grow into the big event that we see today?"

Even then, Vick envisioned Weatherford putting on more events, fun events that would attract people from around the state and make young couples want to move to Weatherford and raise their families here. "Those ideas were met with a lot of resistance," Vick said, adding that he's pleased at the direction the city is going. He looks out the window of his office, quiet as he watches workers put together the Peach Festival.

While he served as mayor, Vick continued to work hard growing his practice. Today, he's considered one of the best family practice attorneys in the county, as well as the state.

Today, about 95 percent of Vick's practice consists of family law, while the rest consists of working as local council. "I have some businesses where I'm local council," Vick said. "Lawyers have big cases from around the state or around the country, and they want to hire a lawyer that's from here, that knows how the courts work, and how the system goes here."

Gabe Vick was in general practice throughout most of his career. "He started out as a general practitioner," Vick said. "When I was 12 or 13, I actually watched him try a felony theft case of a guy that robbed a jewelry store. My dad handled a lot of divorces, all kinds of litigation and he wrote a lot of wills. He did a lot of probate. He used to tell me, "When you're young you can do a lot of wills,
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in fact give the wills away if you have to. When you get older you can live on probating them." Later he did a lot of real estate law, and he owned a title company and, eventually, that was all he did."

When and how did Tom Vick decide to build a career in family practice?

"When Dan Carney and Don Chrestman came over here and we were forming this partnership," Vick said, "Dan had been a prosecutor and Don did transactional law, and Dad did real estate law, so family law just sort of fell to me."

The Family Man

At some point, Vick realized that he derived a great deal of satisfaction out of practicing family law, at least he does on "most days," he said. "There are days when I'd like to do anything but practice family law. But, it's an opportunity to impact people's lives. In family law, we're representing good people at some of the worst times in their lives. We get to help them piece their lives back together and make sure their children's best interests are served in whatever they're doing. The idea is to help them get through that time without destroying all the relationships that they need to preserve."

Is there a secret to being a successful family lawyer?

"The secret to the longevity of a family lawyer is that you have to leave it right here when you go home," Vick said. "Because, if you take all these people's problems as your own, you won't sleep at night."

What's the biggest challenge in practicing family law? Without skipping a beat, Vick answered, "Keeping your sanity. It used to be that the biggest challenge in being a part of a small law firm was dealing with the technology.

That was 15 years ago. Now, with my iPad, I have access to the technology that was only accessible to the biggest law firms with high dollar I.T. departments. Technology has certainly leveled the playing field."

As Bar President, Vick hopes to improve access that the general public has to attorneys and to make seeking excellent legal counsel more affordable to far more people through technology, perhaps using something like Skype.

"As bar president, I'd like to see the technology in our courtrooms advance so that lower and middle income Texans could have greater access to the justice system," Vick said. "If I'm in this office and I have a hearing in Breckenridge, as it is now, I have to drive to Breckenridge, go to the courtroom where I wait my turn, then participate in the 20-minute-long proceeding, and then drive back. The client has to pay for all of that time.

But, if I could do that via a Skype-type program, here's how it could happen — I could just turn my computer on and participate in a 20-minute court proceeding. Just think of the money it would save the client. If we can bring the cost of that down, it makes the legal/justice system far more accessible to many more Texans."

A Most Noteworthy Case

When asked what has been his favorite case so far, Vick smiles. "Favorite?" He said. "I had a couple that were noteworthy. One was the YFZ Ranch case."

The year was 2008 and Vick had been active in the Family Bar Association for years.

"I'd just come off of being the president," Vick said. "I didn't know all 6,000 Texas attorneys in family law, but I knew a lot of them," Vick said. "If somebody called and said they needed a family law attorney in Lampasas, I'm sure I could come up with somebody."

That came in handy in April of 2008, when acting on the outcry of an alleged teen victim of physical and sexual abuse at the FLDS compound in Schleicher County, Texas. Child Protective Services and Texas Department of Public Safety officers entered a compound owned by the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. There, they served search and arrest warrants and carried out court orders designed to protect the children of the congregants. Over the course of several days,

from April 3 through April 10, Texas CPS removed 439 children that were under the age of 18 from the church's YFZ Ranch, while law enforcement, including the Texas Rangers, executed their search and arrest warrants on the premises.

"When that whole thing shook out, they decided that they needed lawyers to represent all those children. They looked to me and said,

'Do you think you could find lawyers to represent those kids?'" Vick said. "I said, 'Sure.' It was on a Wednesday or Thursday and the hearing was going to be the following Thursday. So, I had about a week to get, I thought, 10 or 20 lawyers to go down there. The law didn't require a different lawyer for each one of those kids. Then they said, 'We don't have any money to pay these lawyers. Can you get 10 lawyers to take these cases pro-bono?'"

Again Vick said, "Sure."

Then, Vick got a call the next day from a representative of the Texas Supreme Court. It seemed things had changed. He said, "The judge down there has decided that she wants a lawyer for each child. Do you think you could find 400 lawyers to go down there for free?"

Vick's answer was the same.

"I said, 'Sure we can,'" Vick said. "In about four days we mobilized the entire Family Law Bar and all those great people went to El Dorado, Texas. Somewhere, I have a picture of all those lawyers lining up to get into the courthouse, the morning the hearing started. That was my proudest day as a lawyer, seeing so many of my colleagues come from all over the state to safeguard the rights of those children."

That's when Vick was first bombarded by other lawyers who wanted him to run for President of the Texas Bar. Vick's answer was, "Never."

As recently as 2014, Vick was still saying that he would never run for president of the Texas Bar Association. What changed?

"It takes a lot of time," Vick said. "You have to do it at the right time in your life."
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Do you know whether your property or business is subject to the Federal Clean Water Act?

By Michael K. Reer


On June 27, 2017, the U.S. Environmental would specifically Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps exclude intermit-of Engineers published a proposed rule in the tent and ephemeral Federal Register that would amend the scope of streams, which are the agencies’ claimed jurisdiction under the Clean at times considered Water Act. The Clean Water Act prohibits the jurisdictional under

[image: ]


discharge of any pollutant, dredge, or fill material into “waters of the United States.” Although the Clean Water Act does not define “waters of the United States” - the agencies have historically promulgated definitions of the phrase in order to clarify which waters are regulated under the Act.

The proposed rule announces a two-step process for reviewing and revising the definition. First, the agencies have proposed to rescind the controversial 2015 definition of “waters of the U.S.” and to recodify the pre-2015 definition. Many industry and trade associations view the 2015 definition as impermissibly expanding the scope of the Clean Water Act regulations beyond that allowed by the statute. For example, under the 2015 definition, prairie potholes, western vernal pools, and Texas coastal prairie wetlands are considered jurisdictional.

Second, the agencies announced that they will conduct a substantive re-evaluation of the definition, considering the principles outlined by Justice Scalia in the Rapanos plurality opinion. Rapanos is widely considered one of the most significant cases in Clean Water Act jurisprudence. In a plurality opinion, Justice Scalia opined that the agencies have historically extended the prohibitions of the Clean Water Act to waters that are not, in fact, jurisdictional.

both the pre- and

post-2015 definitions. Intermittent and ephemeral streams may have water flow during certain times of the year or after rainfall but do not have consistent flow. Moreover, Justice Scalia would only consider wetlands jurisdictional if there is no “clear demarcation” between the wetlands and waters that are otherwise jurisdictional.

Given the significant criminal and civil penalties associated with even inadvertent discharges to jurisdictional waters, EPA and ACE encourage builders and construction companies to carefully consider whether any jurisdictional waters might be present before breaking ground on a new project. In some instances, the Fort Worth District of ACE may be willing to provide a “jurisdictional determination” to assist a project proponent in determining whether jurisdictional waters are present. ACE also maintains a jurisdictional determinations database which, although incomplete, contains many jurisdictional determinations previously issued by the agency. Landowners or project proponents can use the database to view previous jurisdictional determinations on an interactive map to determine whether EPA or ACE have asserted jurisdiction over any nearby waters.

This article is for informational purposes only and not for the purpose of providing legal advice. You should contact an attorney to obtain advice with respect to any particular issue.

Instead, Justice Scalia would have limited the scope of the Act to only relatively permanent, standing, or continuously flowing bodies of water

forming streams, oceans, rivers, and lakes. The Michael K. Reer is an associate with Harris, Finley & Bogle, PC. and is

licensed to practice in Texas and Pennsylvania. He can be reached at

principles outlined by Justice Scalia in Rapanos mreer@hfbl
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our heroes ! LEGAL EAGLES

Borden & Westhoff—

Film Traditions, Promising Future

Parker County Traditional Law Firm

BY MARSHA BROWN    J

Takes Pride in its Next Generation
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John Westhoff sits at his desk. He's been there since before dawn and he worked through lunch. He presides over the law firm of Borden & Westhoff, the firm he joined in 1974, fresh out of law school, as protege to his famous uncle, the firm's founder, Jack Borden.

"I would say Jack based his life on the principle and premise of trying to help people," Westhoff said. Clearly, Westhoff learned from the best.

"John is one of the most effective business attorneys I've ever worked with," said Len Bearden, president of First National Bank of Weatherford. The bank has been represented by Borden & Westhoff for years. "John's judgment in litigating business interests is as good as it gets, in my opinion. To some degree, he's in his office working all the time. You won't see him out having lunch on a week day often. He's very task-oriented and when he attaches himself to a case he works on it with an intense focus."

Borden & Westhoff is the oldest continuously-operated Parker County Law Firm, now 71-years-old and it has been home base to some of the most highly regarded attorneys to ever practice in Parker County.

The bronze sculpture of a mare and her foal that graces the lawn of the stately structure that houses the law firm of Borden & Westhoff on Weatherford's Santa Fe Drive is a subtle nod to the roots of the firm.

It all began with Jack Borden whose dreams of becoming a country lawyer led him to work his way through Weatherford College. He graduated in 1931 and earned his law degree in 1936 from the University of Texas at Austin. He returned to Parker County, immediately hung out his shingle, and set the foundation for the Firm of Borden & Westhoff.

Borden put his law practice on hold when World War II was in progress. He tried to enlist, but his colorblindness kept the military from taking him. He found another way to further his country's cause — he went to work as an FBI agent.

Once World War II was over, Borden's FBI career ended. He returned to his law practice in Weatherford. Post war-era Parker County was booming and the law practice flourished.

Soon Roy Joe Grogan joined Borden in his law practice in 1953/54. Like Borden, Grogan was raised in Weatherford, attended Weatherford College and ultimately received his law degree from Duke University in 1950. Grogan also served in the FBI, and after returning to Weatherford was elected District Attorney for Parker County, and he left the firm shortly thereafter in 1955/56.

I.B. Hand joined Jack Borden in the practice after Grogan was elected District Attorney. Hand received his law degree from the University of Texas in 1940, also served as an FBI agent, and was a long-time resident of Parker County. Borden and Hand, at that time, were known by the community generally as Mr. Clean and Mr. Mean. It has yet to be determined who wore which title.

In 1958, Austin Zellers joined the firm, having received his law degree from the University of Texas. Zellers was a long-time resident of Parker County. His father was an attorney, as is his son, who practices law in Weatherford to this day.

One of the law firm's proudest moments came in 1974, when Jack Borden's nephew, John Westhoff joined the firm, having been licensed to practice law in that year. Westhoff had obtained his law degree from Texas Tech University. The firm then became Borden, Hand, Zellers & Westhoff.

A new breed of young business owners had cropped up in Parker County around that time and many of them were working hard to establish their business. Westhoff was someone those young business leaders soon began to look to for help when they had legal issues of almost any ilk from contracts to divorces. Westhoff quickly went from being Borden's protege to becoming one of the firm's greatest assets and a legal force to be reckoned with.

One of those young business leaders was Jerry Durant. "I call him, 'daddy,' because he keeps me out of trouble at times," Durant said. "I've used him as my legal council for years. I've closed a lot of transactions where John represented both me and the seller. I have a great deal of confidence in the man. John is my attorney but he's also my friend and my neighbor. He lives right next door to me."

Word spread quickly that Westhoff was a dynamic

Continued on page 57
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Eggleston King, llp

ATTORNEYS & COUNSEL
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Eggleston King, LLP is proud to have more lawyers practicing in Parker County than any other firm. EK serves its clients with expertise in sophisticated business and real estate transactions, civil litigation, oil and gas transactions, agriculture law, estate planning and probate, municipal law, public policy and economic development. If you want a law firm with real "boots on the ground" in Parker County, contact Eggleston King, LLP.

- EK IS WHERE BUSINESS GETS DONE -

201 Fort Worth Highway    610 Western Pace, Suite 1000

Weatherford, Texas 76086    Fort Worth, Texas 76107

Ten Things You Should Expect from Your Lawyer

James D. Eggleston, Jr., Eggleston King, LLP

Many people are often unaware of what they can and should expect from a lawyer. They believe the lawyer "drives the boat" and they often feel they are just along for the ride. Nothing could be further from the truth. Rather, there are some very specific things you can and should expect from a lawyer - at least a good one.

1.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to zealously pursue your interests within

the bounds of the law. Thus, your lawyer should be competent, prompt and diligent in that pursuit. Your lawyer should maintain good communications with you and keep in strict confidence information about you and your matter. Your lawyer should press your matter to a conclusion so as not to waste your time, the courts' time, and, most importantly, your money. However, your lawyer should also not take shortcuts simply to get a settlement or a fee.

2.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to conform to the requirements of the law, both in your lawyer's professional service to you, but also in his or her own business and personal affairs. He or she should conduct themselves knowing that they represent

you and your reputation as well as his or her own. Your lawyer is representing your interests, not just his or her own; he or she should never embarrass you. Your lawyer should use the law's procedures only for legitimate purposes and not to harass or intimidate others. Your lawyer should demonstrate respect for the legal system and those who serve it, including judges, other lawyers, and public officials. Above all, your lawyer should respect you, your time, your perspective, and your input.

3.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to be competent and able to provide you with an informed understanding of your legal rights and obligations and explain the related implications. In fact, a lawyer is forbidden from taking on a matter they know or should know is beyond their competence (unless they get assistance from another competent lawyer). You have the right to ask a lawyer, "is this something you are competent to handle?"

4.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to be candid about your chances of success or failure. He or she should not guarantee any result; that is impossible. Too many factors affect legal proceedings or situations, not the least of which is the behavior of the opposing parties and their legal counsel, the impact of a judge's rulings, and jury verdicts. If a lawyer is overoptimistic about your chances of success in a matter, chances are they haven't handled too many contested matters. "A lawyer who has never lost a case is a lawyer who has never tried a case."

5.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to maintain the highest standards of ethical conduct. Conversely, you should never ask your lawyer to do anything that would violate the legal rules of professional conduct that he or she has sworn to follow. There are some lawyers who do not always behave as if they know the difference between "zealous advocacy" and "bullying" - the first behavior is a lawyer's obligation, the second behavior has no place in the law.

6.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to not take on a matter, including your matter, if doing so would create a conflict of interest with an existing client. Conversely, if you are already a client of a lawyer, he or she should not accept any work that would conflict with your interests, even if the possibility is remote or unlikely. If a lawyer's representation or behavior even creates the appearance of impropriety, he or she should step away from what they are contemplating doing, seek the advice of other lawyers about the matter, and oftentimes, the best course of action will be to withdraw from the representation or situation that has created such an appearance.

7.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to not neglect a matter that you entrust to them to handle. They should carry out completely their obligations to you. You have the right to require your lawyer be attentive to your matters and not neglect their responsibilities to you, including keeping you informed. Many lawyers forget that the legal matter you have asked them to handle is the most important thing going on in your world at that time.

8.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to abide by your decisions concerning the objectives and general methods of representation, whether to accept a settlement offer (with a few exceptions), whether to accept

a plea in a criminal case, and what price or structure (after being advised by the lawyer) should be pursued in a business transaction. Again, communication is critical. You should expect to be kept informed about the status of your matters and be furnished with information that you reasonably request. Only then, can you make good, informed decisions.

9.    You have the right to expect your lawyer to answer your questions about his or her invoices, that such invoices are understandable, that they contain useful descriptions

of the work he or she has done, that the invoices are accurate, and that all amounts you have paid or included in a retainer given to your lawyer are properly applied. If you believe an invoice is incorrect, you have the right to receive an adequate explanation. Most lawyers welcome questions about their invoices so as to prevent fee disputes or delays in getting paid. You should also expect that your lawyer will require a retainer before taking your matter because they do not want to take on the risk of nonpayment. "A lawyer can worry about your legal matter or he or she can worry about getting paid, but you should never put them in a position of worrying about both."

10. You have the right to expect your lawyer to charge you a "reasonable fee", i.e., the disciplinary rules for Texas lawyers say that is a fee that is not "unconscionable." What does this mean? A fee is "unconscionable" if a competent lawyer could not reasonably conclude that a fee is reasonable based on all relevant factors (sounds like a circular definition, doesn't it?). But, the factors to consider are listed in the rules and help answer the question of what is a "reasonable fee."

The factors are as follows: the time and labor required of your lawyer, the difficulty of your issues, the skill required to handle your matter properly, customary fees charged in the surrounding locale for similar matters, the results obtained by your lawyer, whether your lawyer must turn down other work to handle your matter, the time limitations imposed by you or the circumstances, the length of time you have worked with the lawyer, the experience, reputation and ability of your lawyer, and whether the fee is fixed or contingent on results obtained, or the uncertainty of collection before services are rendered.

The greater the risk, complexity, uncertainty, and time involved, the greater the fee will be. Conversely, your lawyer can and should expect to be paid, even if the result obtained is not the precise result you sought; again, because no specific results can ever be guaranteed. You are hiring a lawyer for his or her time and expertise, not because he or she is a magician or can foretell the future.

Good lawyers embrace the above expectations. After all, they believe it is an honor and privilege to be a lawyer. They believe they have a duty to maintain fairness in the judicial system, to minimize the burden and delays of litigation, to only present meritorious claims and contentions, to speak with candor before tribunals, and to be truthful and respectful in all communications and behavior. If you come across a lawyer who resists the above expectations or does not aspire to the higher ideals of the practice of law and the representation of their clients, then there is a solution: look for another lawyer.

(Much of the above is paraphrased from the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.)
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A TEXAS TRADITION

The Law Office of

Tiffany N. Branson

“With A Focus On Family Law”
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Tiffany Branson, a graduate of The University of North Texas with a B.B.A. in Finance in 2000, received her Juris Doctorate from Southern Methodist University in 2003, moved her law practice to Weatherford in 2006. Through that capacity, she advocates for children who have been removed from their families due to abuse or neglect. Branson has also worked as an adjunct at Weatherford College teaching Business Law since 2009. She has a strong passion for her work and for helping the families and children of Parker County. Branson has served on the Austin Elementary PTA Executive Board and sits on other boards in the community serving our youth. She has received numerous accolades over the years, including Attorney Ad Litem attorney, helping children since 2012.

107 N Alamo St | Weatherford, TX 76086 | 817.599.0464
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The Defense Rests —

Very Little

Tiffany Branson shows how to balance a demanding law career with family and service to the community while helping neglected kids in Parker County.

BY MISTY BROWNING AND MARSHA BROWN
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Tiffany Branson is not from Parker County, but she loves it and has been calling it home since 2006 after working in the Arlington/Crowley area and living in Fort Worth. A graduate of the University of North Texas with a BBA in Finance earned in 2000, and a Juris Doctorate from Southern Methodist University received in 2003, she now owns her own firm where she advocates for children who have been removed from their families due to abuse or neglect.

"I do mostly CPS and criminal cases. My first job out of law school was at a DA's office in Johnson County. That is where my background comes from," explained Branson.

What she finds most gratifying about her work with Child Protective Services is representing the children who desperately need her help. Children who are abused or neglected and removed from their families are required to have an attorney represent them. Even though it's not an easy role, Branson enjoys it and giving those children a voice. She loves working with the children that she represents, no matter how hard it is.

Most of Branson's cases have a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA). In Parker County, a CASA is a friend or mentor who the child can confide in during the difficult process. In outlying areas, the CASA serves as the foster. Either way, the attorney and CASA stay with the child throughout the case duration, no matter how long it takes.

"It's never easy, but it's always different," Branson explained. "At the end of the day, you hope that the kids have permanency or a happy ending, whether it's returning them to the family, which you hope for, or foster parents that have a relationship with that child. It's interesting because your clients range from newborn to 17. I even have some who are 19 who choose to stay in the system. A newborn can't discuss their judgment, and a 16-year-old sometimes does not know what's best for them. But my job is to make sure that they have a voice and that they have an advocate."

Branson is also on the Weatherford ISD Board of Trustees after being elected to a first term in 2014, and being elected Board Vice President in 2016. She loves being on the board and is proud of how far

the school district has come since her first term.

"I'm super proud of the new Hall Middle School and getting the community behind it. I also love serving the kids. They are our future and that's why I do all that I do. If we don't do a good job of taking care of them, they won't take care of us. I'm a firm believer in community. I believe that community should serve community."

The most important job for her, though, is as mother of son Owen and daughter Caroline. She works fervently to balance her time between her work and their school and activities. For her, being a mother is her most important role.

"I want to be a great lawyer and do the best I can. As a school board member, I want to give back to the community and serve them. At the end of the day, mother is the most important job I have because they are the legacy that I will leave behind." > N
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Facebook Post Becomes Hunting Without a License
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BY ANDREW DECKER

Every hunter likes to tell a story.

Those stories used to be told by the fire at the deer camp. The hunter could make that deer bigger than anything anyone had ever seen. Now those same hunters can instantly post that kill right to Facebook. All the world can know that your Texas buck is finer than the wine in Napa Valley.

A hunter who is hunting without a license is no less vain. Game wardens can look at Facebook just like the rest of us. A Texas game warden sitting in his office can troll Facebook and purposefully look for the latest posts about hunting in his area. Sure enough, a big buck with a hunter grinning ear to ear pops up on the feed. The game warden then casually runs the name of the hunter through the data base. The hunter who is posing with his trophy does not have a hunting license. Within minutes, a search warrant is written and the game warden along with a few deputies from the sheriff's department are headed to the deer camp.

In real cases similar to this, hunters have faced fines, had rifles and ammunition seized, meat was confiscated, and that set of antlers that was destined to be a shoulder mount on the wall become the property of the State of Texas. This is assuming the hunter was not in violation of trespass laws or other hunting violations.

When people learn that I am a criminal defense attorney, the typical response is, "I hope I never need you." I generally answer, "I hope you never need me too." When someone reaches out to me by phone, email, or even a sheepish text message, that person is needing help. It means the person, or someone they know and love, has had a very bad day.

Often that bad day is based solely on poor decisions of someone who is now a potential client. See the hunters above. They were hunting without a license. Other examples include deciding to drive home after having too much to drink, being in possession of marijuana or other narcotics and illegal drugs, or not doing what the court instructs them to do during a probation.

Sometimes the bad day arises out of poor timing and being at the wrong place at the wrong time. Examples of the bad day arising out of poor timing include: the client who was arrested with a friend at Wal-Mart because the friend was shop lifting, another client was arrested for public intoxication when the designated driver was arrested on a warrant during a traffic stop, or when a young man was falsely accused of assault at a party.

Regardless of why you call a defense attorney, you have likely experienced one of the worst or most embarrassing days of your life. I see it as my job and duty to do everything in my power to help my clients. First,

I insure that law enforcement and the prosecutors do their jobs properly. Second, I will defend you and your constitutional rights with all that I can legally muster. Finally, for many clients, my main job is to make sure that your worst moment is not the only moment a judge, a prosecutor, or a jury sees.

No one deserves to be judged only by their worst day or their biggest mistake. i
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Andrew Decker Law PLLC

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

andrewdeckerlaw.com

4971 E I-20 Service Rd. N., Suite 605 Willow Park, Texas 76087

(817)441-1629    .

Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God

~ PRACTICE AREAS ~

CRIMINAL DEFENSE • DWI • DRUGS • PUBLIC INTOXICATION • WEAPONS ASSAULT • OCCUPATIONAL DRIVER’S LICENSE • TRAFFIC TICKETS

YOUR FRIENDLY, NEIGHBORHOOD, CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEY

Andrew Decker has lived in towns across west and central Texas. He graduated from high school in Arlington and headed to Southwestern University in Georgetown where he earned a B.A. Andrew went on to SMU where he earned a Master of Divinity. Prior to entering into the practice of law, Andrew was a United Methodist pastor for 15 years.

While in law school at Texas A&M School of Law, Andrew was a Fellow and the President of the Public Interest Law Fellowship. As a Fellow, Andrew was able to work for the Judicial Staff Council for the District Criminal Courts in Tarrant County. Andrew graduated from law school and was licensed to practice law in Texas in 2014.

Andrew focuses his energy on criminal defense, the work of standing beside and representing someone who is going through the very difficult situation of facing criminal charges. It is the work of preparing for, and if necessary going to, trial to protect the rights and freedoms of his client that drives his passion. He understands that even a minor criminal charge can be enough to cast a shadow on a person’s self-esteem, their career opportunities, and their life. He does not take that responsibility or the privilege of doing this work lightly.
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KELLY NELSON | 817. 271. 3207 219 Augusta Court | 4 beds | 4.2 baths Aledo | $765,000

KELLY NELSON | 817. 271. 3207 516 Prairie Run | 4 beds | 4 baths Parks of Aledo | $696,000


TRACY SMITH | 817. 683. 9055

153 Old Tunnel Road | 4 beds | 3.5 baths

Guest House | Aledo | 47 Acres | $1,500,000

William^Trew*


A DIVISION Of EBBV HAUJDAY RtAl ESTATE. INC


WilliamsTrew.com | 817. 441. 9070
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149 MaravILLa Drive | 4 beds | 9.9 baths

Aledo ISD | 2 Acres I $475,000
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ALLEN CRUMLEY | S17. 862. 4459 Rocking W Ranch | Mineral and Water Rights Brazos River Frortage 1,435 Acres | $16,500,000



SABRINA COATES I 817. 26$. 9907 JENNIFER NEEL I 940. 359. 6540 737 South Sugartree Drive | 4 beds | 3.5 baths Brock ISD I 3 Acres I $439,000
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ALLEN CRUMLEY | 817. 862. 4459 Fortune Bend Ranch | Mineral and Water Rights 3.5 Miles of Spectacular Brazos River Frontage 4,415 Acres | $5,ooo/Acre
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BECKY SHARP I 817. 613. 7020

226 Sanchez Creek Court | 3 beds I 2 baths

Weatherford | 1 Acre | $299,900
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BECKY SHARP I 817. 613. 7020 1616 SaLado Trail | 4 beds | 3 baths Weatherford | $282,500
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Deborah Cascino —

Former Teacher Finds an Even Better Way of Helping Children

She believes that the most important thing to give a client is dignity.

SEPTEMBER 2017 PARKER COUNTY TODAY


Deborah Cascino's career path has been a long and winding road. She didn't start out as a lawyer.

The University of Texas graduate received her degree in Communications and started her career in Austin working at the capital, eventually becoming a teacher.

"I've done some really cool stuff," she said. "I worked for the State; I worked for the governor back in the 1980s. I did speech writing in 1983. I worked for the speaker pro-tem under Gov. Mark White. I was a reporter and did PR and wrote newsletters. I moved around and got my teaching degree and worked in Beaumont. I taught English, speech and debate for seventh grade through 12th grade. I loved it, but it was a really hard and a demanding job."

Even though she loved teaching since 11th grade, she wanted to be a lawyer. Almost 20 years after graduating from UT, Cascino graduated from Texas Wesleyan University Law School in 2003.

"It took me 20 years to come back and go back to law school with my little baby [Joey]," Cascino said. "I did night school so I would have him during the day. I would cry all the way to school because I missed my baby, and cried home because I had to go study."

After graduation she bought a historic house that is now her office, had her daughter, Emily, and has been working nonstop. She's practiced law in Weatherford for 13 years.

Dedicated to practicing family law, Cascino's cases are mostly about divorce, custody and guardianships, and wills and probate. She says that her favorite cases are adoptions.

"The cases I love the most are the adoptions. We don't get to do those very often," she said. "They are at the top of the list for me. Some of the CPS cases, while very hard, can be extremely rewarding because you are making a difference in a child's life."

She also feels that her victories come when she can help her client navigate through the worst circumstances. She recalled a case where Child Protective Services had taken some older children away from a mother who'd just had a baby, and CPS also wanted to take the baby.

"I was like, 'no, this is not happening,'" Cascino said. "We fought them off, and it didn't happen the way I wanted it to, but at least she was able to keep the baby for almost a year.

She just couldn't hold it together. For me, that was a victory."

Cascino believes that no matter who her client is or what they have done, it is important to treat them with dignity. For her, it is that little kindness in a trying situation that can help make a difference with her client.

"I treat my clients with dignity," Cascino said. "even if they're a meth head. They deserve to be treated with dignity, even though they may not deserve to have custody of their children, they still deserve to have skilled representation of the law in the courtroom. That's what I'm here to do.

Even though I don't think they should have custody of their kids, that's not my judgment. My judgment is to help them and give them my advice. I've had several generations come back to tell me how helpful my advice was to them."

Cascino has been involved with some high-profile custody cases, including one of the largest custody cases in the nation's history, with the custody of more than 400 children in question. In 2008 the federal government raided the compound of the

Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at the Yearning for Zion Ranch in Eldorado, Texas, a group led by Warren Jeffs. The raid involved more than 400 children, that were taken into state custody from the sect. When another fellow Weatherford Lawyer Tom Vick called (see this month's cover story), Cascino knew that she had to get involved and help the children, and that's exactly what she and other lawyers from around the state did.

"We dropped everything and went down there," she said. "When we got into the whole case, we started understanding how multi-layered [it was], and [what] a complete cultural surprise to have this in Texas. I had five kids as my clients, and one was a girl, and she told me that she had a mangled hand and I asked what happened. She got hurt on the conveyor belt working in the field.

She was about 10 or 11. That's when I knew I was in the right place."

One of the kids that Cascino represented was a boy who was 6 or 7 who had to pick up rocks and dig up cacti all day. She recalled how he laughed at her when he saw she was in a pants suit, asking her why she was in a man's suit. She went into the city's small downtown area and bought a longish, full, flowing dress so her clients would feel more comfortable talking to her.

Dignity and great representation are the things that matter the most to Cascino. She cares about her clients, shows them the utmost respect, and works diligently on their behalf to ensure that their individual cases have the best possible outcomes. She finds the work rewarding.

What more can anyone ask from a career?

Cascino law

You should never feel like you are facing legal trouble alone.

At Cascino Law Office we take pride in giving you compassionate support and top notch legal aid. Don’t go it alone- trust us to help safeguard your legal interests.

	FAMILY LAW - PROBATE - WILLS - GUARDIANSHIP ADOPTION - CPS REPRESENTATION
	Morris & Judy V. (Kemp) White South Side Square • 103 W. Church • Weatherford, Texas 76086

	""RANCH RODEO
	Visit feeaware.com to learn more about investments
	Lunch • Dinner • Happy Hour
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AnnualPercentagpYieldforthisaccountis 5.13%upto$10,000.00.

After the balance of the account reaches $10,000.01, the annual percentage yield will revert to the bank's standardsavingsrateof0.15%. ThisAPYIi saccurateasof April 17, 2017.

No fees associated with this account. Interest bearing savings account.

Compoundedmonthly|$5.00minimumdeposit to open.

Offer available to young people 18 and under. Rate subject to change.

Limit one account per child. Account must be opened by childs legal guardian.
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Deborah McGregor Cascino, Esq.

107 N Alamo St. | Weatherford, TX, 76086 | 817-599-8485
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Texas Law in Our Daily Lives Vexing Truth About

By Timothy J. Mendolia, Attorney at Law    Sexting

Question:

About Sexting—What is it, and when is it a crime in Texas?

Answer:

Almost everyone has a smart phone, nowadays. From fifth-graders to 80-year-olds, smartphones are so widespread and useful that they have become a necessity to most.

While most people use their mobile phones to make calls, send texts, look at emails, scroll social media, etc., some also use these devices for sexual purposes. The rise in popularity of texting and messaging applications has resulted in the rise of "sexting," which is the transmission of sexually explicit information via mobile devices, especially among teens.

One in five teens have admitted to sexting, whether sending or receiving or both, according to a survey conducted by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. Most teens intend for the message, photo or video they send to be private, but once it goes viral, it cannot be retracted. It is out there for all to see which can be damaging in and of itself to the person depicted, but it can carry criminal penalties as well.

In general, sexual images of adults consensually sent among adults is not illegal, but if a sexual image of a minor is sent to another person, whether he or she is an adult or a minor, this may trigger an offense under Texas law.

There are two Texas laws predominantly used to charge individuals with a crime after they have sent explicit images of minors. The first is the age old child pornography statute, Texas Penal Code, Section 43.26, which makes it a felony, and carries the potential registration as a sex offender for life, to knowingly or intentionally possess sexually explicitly visual material that depicts a child, younger than 18 years of age. With the growing popularity of sexting among teenagers, the Texas Legislature attempted to lessen the blow of "kids being kids" in the technological world in which we live, by passing Section 43.261. This section makes it a misdemeanor if such material is possessed or passed among minors, and actually has a stated affirmative defense if the minors are dating and within two years of each other, or if it was received and immediately destroyed by the receiving minor.

Unfortunately, the laws overlap in some ways that may cause serious issues for minors or young adults. What about the 18-year-old senior that received an explicit picture from a 15-year-old, and then passed it to a friend, who passed it to a friend and so on . . . not within 2 years, not dating and recipient is legally an adult, 18 years old, who forwarded the picture. Depending upon the ages of the ones involved and the dating relationships or not, there could be a crime under 43.26 which is a felony and can be as a high as a second degree which carries a punishment of 2 to 20 years, and sex offender reporting for life.

Some may say, as it was discussed on the Texas legislature floors, that sexting has emerged due to technological advances, and that the practice is nothing more than "part of sexually curious behavior, in a world of technology-mediated adolescent development." I would caution that such attitude towards this behavior is overlooking the serious damage it could have on a child's life, both the sender and the recipient.

I would strongly suggest that all parents owe it to their children to have the uncomfortable discussion of the ramifications of the damage that it can do to someone to have their images out there for all to see, as well as, the legal serious ramifications for themselves and others that could arise from possessing and forwarding those images.

Tim Mendolia, Partner, M&P Law Office, 6900 E. Interstate 20, Aledo, Texas 76008, 817.546.4100, a general practice, including, criminal, family, juvenile, civil, real estate, business law since 1994, and since 2003 in Parker County, Texas. Tim is a member of the Texas Bar Foundation and 2017 American Institute of Criminal Law Attorneys 10 Best Attorneys.
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Deborah Kernan, Attorney

Criminal Defense • Federal Criminal Law • Felonies and Misdemeanors

DWI/DUI • Drug Crimes

Over 24 years of experience practicing criminal law.

601 Jameson Street | Weatherford, Texas 76086 | Phone: 817-596-7001 | Fax: 817-596-3800 | 866-907-5364
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Deborah Kernan is a strong defense lawyer who is tougher than Parker County.


Deborah Kernan —

The Formidable Advocate

BY MARSHA BROWN and MISTY BROWNING

Kernan is not native to Parker County, but she can't imagine practicing law anywhere else. Born in San Antonio, Deborah Kernan began her career in law in 1993 as a criminal prosecutor and left in 1997 to establish the Kernan Law Firm.

"I'm a much better advocate than I was a prosecutor," Kernan said.

"My first job was at the DA's office in Tarrant County, and I did that for three years. I started in misdemeanor, then I prosecuted in the juvenile court, then went to felony court, and in front of the grand jury, including capital murders, but no death penalty."

Kernan loves living and working in Parker County, even though there are fewer female attorneys than other counties.

"I love Parker County, so I feel like I'm spoiled to be able to practice out here and make a living. It's been home for a long time and [it's] nice to practice in my hometown," she said.

With Parker County growing by leaps and bounds, trouble is when people who are new to Parker County are facing a legal issue, they're inclined to turn to lawyers from their old stomping grounds. "Big mistake," Kernan said. She's adamant that if you have legal issues in Parker County it's important to have a lawyer who has extensive experience practicing in Parker County, instead of going to neighboring Hood, Tarrant and Wise counties or — heaven forbid, Dallas.

"We're tough here in Parker County. The DA's office is tough here and very different from Tarrant County," Kernan said. "Juries are tougher here, than in Tarrant or Dallas Counties. It helps tremendously if your attorney knows those things, knows her way around the judicial system here. Parker County is not a cakewalk. People tend to expect it to be. We [have] a small-town mentality, with very traditional values. We have a highly competent DA. As tough as they can be, they are equally as fair.

"We [Parker County attorneys] know how things work here, and how to get things done. It helps to know who to call to know where the case is, which detectives have it, or to call the jail and ask if they can help with an issue. It is a great benefit to my clients," she said.

It also helps that her office is situated across the street from the Sheriff Larry Fowler Law Enforcement Center (the jail). It's convenient to be able to pop in and help a client who might be spending some time behind bars before the trial. Even though she loves practicing criminal law, there are still every day challenges she deals with.

"The biggest challenge is having someone tell me that they are innocent, and having to prove that. Those are way harder than those who are guilty and don't want to go to jail. Harder, but rare. There is a fine line in caring about the client and fighting for their case. Whether my client did it or not, the law enforcement and DA's office are doing their job [and] it's my job to hold them accountable."

She also has great advice for all potential clients who might see the old red and blue lights in the mirror on a leisurely drive through Parker County.

"I would tell someone pulled over what I would tell my own kids: nobody searches your car without a warrant. You don't do anything, like a sobriety test, without a warrant.

The more you say yes to, the more evidence they have. They have to get a warrant to even draw blood due to it being a search and seizure to do it. Most people don't think that they have a choice, and they do. The best case to defend is one who hasn't blown, given blood, or given a sobriety test."

Kernan also knows the public misconceptions about attorneys and law enforcement being in cahoots with one another in a small town, and is quick to tell people to not always believe what you see on television, especially when it comes to Parker County.

The benefits of having a Parker County lawyer when a client's case is in Parker County are endless, but Kernan says that it's a great place to work for her because of the great people she works with on a daily basis.

"It's a benefit to know the ins and outs in Parker County, and everybody respects the job that each has to do. Very few people are offended at you for doing your job here. It's nice."

A few years ago, Kernan made a run at a judge's seat. She didn't get it. She's not disappointed, not in the least. "I'm where I'm supposed to be," she said. "I believe I was always supposed to be an advocate. I enjoy fighting for my clients."
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our art: THE PROFESSOR AND THE GAFFER

BY MEL W RHODES
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Local woman awed by the esoteric dance of glassblowing

She's a traveler, artist and daredevil, all rolled into one. She loves the aesthetics of art, but it's really the fire of the thing she does that lights her up. Gracie Peck is a glassblower.

"I think what got me, I think, is the heat," the 25-year-old said. "I really think it's like the extremeness of it, the elegance of it. I mean it's so extreme and people don't want to touch it. People are OK to see it [people working with molten glass] from a distance, but they're so scared of it. But it's such an elegant material, so gentle; everything about glass when it's hot is so smooth and simplistic; but it's so covered up by all this heat and drama and process. 'Oh, my gosh! You can really get hurt!' Yeah, it's the extremeness of it."

Peck, who first saw glass being blown at age six when her mom took her to a studio demonstration in Silver City, MO, said she was blown away, hooked by the beauty and awe of the art. It never left her, the awe. She said that over the last five years she has "grown into it," but was quick to add she has by no means mastered the fiery craft. "I'm still new to glassblowing," she said. "Five years is nothing. I'm still figuring out who I am in glass."

Leaving the glasswork aside, an artistic bent has always been evident in Peck. As a child, she fashioned ponies from the firm yet pliant red clay of her family's pasture, incorporating some fresh-cut Barbie hair for mane and tails. Last year she graduated Texas A&M Corpus Christi with a Bachelors in Fine Arts/Sculpting.

Her gran still has one of the original red-dirt ponies. The Weatherford native has also painted in oils, but feels most engaged, absorbed, by 3-D mediums.

Man has been manipulating molten glass since he stumbled on to heated silica's fluid quality. Excavations have unearthed glass bottles well-BC in age. Once the magic of blowing caught on, it quickly replaced older technologies, like glass casting and core-forming.

Glass commonly consists of heated and cooled silicates found in sand and quartz. The trick is to achieve rigidity without crystallization in the glass.

Peck refers to glassblowing as a "dance." "I mean, you start to feel like you're dancing, moving around all the time in the different steps you have to take, how you hold the pipe, or whatever. You're always rolling your pipe, always, you never stop." Routine procedures, steps, are required to successfully blow an acceptable decanter, wine glass or other vessel or item, and the gaffer (the blower) and her assistant(s) must follow them, must do the dance. It's a tedious yet oddly fluid undertaking.

"I know it's so difficult for people who don't know about glass to visualize when I tell them about it, and use all these craft terms, and strange tools," she said. "You should see some of the facial expressions I get from people: it's like, 'What? Can you say that again?'" (It's true. When Gracie holds forth on glassblowing a veritable torrent of articulated knowledge gushes forth — gushing Gracie. The enchantment is real; Gracie loves glass.)

According to Wikipedia: "As a novel glass forming technique
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created in the middle of the 1st century BC, glassblowing exploited a working property of glass that was previously unknown to glassworkers, inflation, the expansion of a molten blob of glass by introducing a small amount of air to it (using a long metal tube or pipe). That is based on the liquid structure of glass where the atoms are held together by strong chemical bonds in a disordered and random network,[1][2][3] therefore molten glass is viscous enough to be blown and gradually hardens as it loses heat."

"It is by no means easy," Peck said. "These glassblow-ers are so cool, because they make it look so easy, and once you get out there and try it you're like: 'Oh, my goodness, what am I doing?' It's an art. You've either got it or you don't. [But] I do encourage anyone to try it, because it's so different ... unlike any other medium that we have."

Peck graduated from Peaster High School in 2010, and Texas A&M Corpus Christi in 2016. She feeds her passion for glass by attending workshops or schools, one being Penland School of Crafts in North Carolina.

"They were kind of the beginning of the whole glassblowing movement within the United States; and Harvey Littleton, he's the one who kinda started Pyrex, him and his crew there — anyway, Penland is the school where they started all that," she said, adding, "I went there, and, oh, it was so hot! It was around Fourth of July and it got to, I think I wanna say, like between 120°-130° in that hot shop (facility with furnaces, etc.), because we had all the furnaces on. There was a water trough in the back

and you'd go and literally dunk your head in the trough — you were just overheated; I mean it was so hot!"

She also sought to grow into her glass-self at a workshop at Pilchuck Glass School, nestled in the tranquil folds of the Cascade Mountain foothills near Stanwood, WA. "You can go and do a residency, take a two-week course, or however long. The classes are hard to get into, you have to apply to be accepted," said Gracie. "Dale Chihuly founded the school [1971]. Pilchuck and Penland are both really well-known within the glass industry ... ."

Chuckling, Peck said she has made so many cups, glasses and bowls that she fears she is driving her mother to distraction — here a cup, there a cup, everywhere a cup cup — adding, "But I'll be starting some flowers and pumpkins, etc., for Halloween." Seriously, lately she has been working on wine glasses and decanters.

Asked how long it takes to become proficient at glassblowing, she took a deep breath, tried to figure out the best way to express something just shy of "forever."

"I wanna say it takes your entire life," she said, her laugh trailing off into contemplation. "It takes so much practice; it literally takes your whole life of practicing. Even the ones we call 'maestros,' the ones who do blow glass every day and are making a huge living out of it, half of them wouldn't even call themselves glassblowers.

I don't know, being humble or something."

Pressed, Peck said it probably takes a couple of years
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for the novice to develop rudimentary skills and the ability to produce a decent or acceptable piece of glasswork. Peck has a day job, as a barista at Northside Remedy/Coffee and Cocktails, a sister business to Antebellum Ale House, located just off the Weatherford Square. But there are dreams ... specific ones.

"My goal, within glassblowing, is to make it a full-time job, have my own business. And, either I create chandeliers and fixtures for homes and businesses, or I create sculpture for different museums. I do eventually want to have a piece of my work in a couple of museums within the United States. I want to be well-known for my art."

That's the thrust of it, but not the all. Peck's sharp enough to see the gaping hole in her plan — retirement. She won't always be limber and 25.

"Yeah. I think about retirement, and, how am I going to retire on my artwork?" she said. "So I guess my big major goal is to become a professor at Texas A&M Corpus Christi and start the glassblowing studio and department. That is my utmost goal. Then I can have retirement and inspire people just like I was inspired."

The young gaffer says her folks' fears over her taking an artist's path are somewhat allayed by her level-headedness on the job security offered by a teaching gig.

"But you can't be a professor without learning all about it and traveling and learning how to be an artist," she inserted. "Because, how are you supposed to teach the business part of it, selling your own work, you know. So it's a long road."

And she knows there will be bumps along the way, but hopefully no ruts.
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Trees and a circular drive greet you to this Immaculate home with perfectly thought out 1- story floor plan in desired McDavid Springs and Aledo ISD! 4 bed, 3 full bath with a generous bonus room for anything your family needs! Large kitchen open to living space with beautiful stone work touches. Plenty of storage. Large mudroom and laundry leads into the master closet. Beautiful hardwood and tile floors. Built-in wood wall unit complimenting the living area along with vaulted ceilings. Master bathroom has an amazing shower! The 3+ car garage rivals any. Dont miss the back patio with stone fireplace!

Susan Thornton | 817.929.9015 | sthornton@briggsfreeman.com | briggsfreeman.com


our taste! MAMA MONICAS restaurant and catering

Food Is Love
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Mamma Monica Family and Staff: from left Katie Bree Facincani daughter in love, Davide Facincani the son, Lindy Burch friend and godmother of Mamma Monica, Monica Russo, Jose de Jesus the ‘best Sous Chef ever', Zeno Russo brother.



BY MISTY BROWNING

Monica Russo, or as she is known in Parker County, "Mamma Monica," opened her first restaurant a year ago just south of Parker County near the Brazos River. Since then, it has become the go-to place for Italian food lovers who want to experience old-world cooking in their own backyard.

Although Mamma Monica's has only been open for a short while, selling her pasta in the "Cutting Horse Capital of the World" has been a longtime dream of hers and her son, Davide Facincani.

Russo, who is originally from Verona, in the North East of Italy, in 1998 opened an Agri-Tourism business, restaurant and room like a little 'Locanda' with a fantastic view on the Garda Lake. It became so popular that it was publicized in Karen Brown Bed and Breakfast.

But it was her traveling to the United States with her magazine and her son, and his dream of being a cutting horse trainer that took Monica from Italy to Weatherford.

"I started when my son was 8 years old," explained Russo. "I had a monthly magazine named Western Side that I owned and edited in Italy about the western horse. I was spending one month a year interviewing the best trainers and breeders. My son was with me and while we were here, we were following the NCHA in Fort Worth. He [my son] told me that when he was an old man, he wanted to be a cutting horse trainer. I told him that I can help you, but you have to come and live in Weatherford because it was [is] the capital of cutting horses, and I will come follow you and sell my lasagna."

Now her son is 31, a cutting horse trainer, and working with the best trainers in the business, while Russo continues to make her fresh, from-scratch Italian dishes. Russo loves it in Weatherford and living in the country.

"I knew that Weatherford was the place I wanted to open the first Mamma Monica's. I love having my restaurant in [the] country because I love the outside and the animals."

Mamma Monica's traditional Italian dishes are made with mostly American ingredients, but also with chesses and oils from back home that you can only get from Italy.

"We make the food from scratch every day, and leave them with a feeling of the good food," she said.

Russo considers herself a work-inprogress by continuing her education in the culinary arts. She just recently finished a few months at the CAST Alimenti, la Scuola di Cucina, not

Mamma Monica brings her passion for cooking and extraordinary food from Italy to Parker County with a simple slogan:

'Food is Love!' far from Milan, to learn how to make fresh pasta. Now, she's ready to take what she learned and create for her customers all her delicious dishes.

Mamma Monica's also caters events, with their most recent job being at the Will Rogers Coliseum in Fort Worth for the NCHA, along with an open concession at the venue for other events. The restaurant doesn't plan to stop there, with plans to create pick-up-and-go flash freeze meals for people to enjoy in the comfort of their own homes.

Whether you eat it at a catered event, in the comfort of your home, or at their restaurant, you will be transported to Italy and experience the best food that Mamma Monica has to offer. See why, to her, food is, indeed, love.

For more information about Mamma Monica's, go to http://mammamonica.com
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Food is... ... Love!

5107 Mew Tin Top Rd, Weatherford TX 76087

Phone: 817 818 2948
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ww w. mam m a monica.com i nfo(S> mam m a monica. com

HpSw    Closed on Tuesday
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Your reservation allows us to give you the best dining experience
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Welcome to Parker County Today's

Healthcare Special Section

There was a time when just about everyone had a regular family doctor who treated just about everything from headaches and broken arms to menopause and arthritis.

Today, most of us still have regular family physicians, but the majority of people see specialists for any special health challenges.

The result? Patients these days are more discerning, better educated and more astute than ever before. They know finding the best doctor for their specific health challenges and needs can lead to greater quality of life and often even a longer one.

Peruse our healthcare section and find the doctor who is the perfect fit for your medical needs.

Law and Order and Medicine Collide
[image: ]
l

Schedule appointments by calling Support services provided by:

817-596-0637 or online at

www.thecentertx.com

Careity

Foundation



"There is nothing more important to me as a physician than your cancer treatment.

I've been in practice for nearly two decades and have had the privilege of telling many patients that there is life beyond cancer. As president of The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, I want to lead by example, practicing a firm belief that all patients should receive the finest medical care available, with the same concern and compassion as a cherished member of the family."

Ray Page, D.O., Ph.D.

President and Medical Oncologist The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders
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Indeed, as in every aspect of society, the House of Medicine continually collides with Law and Order. It is extremely difficult for physicians, who spend a zillion hours on patient care activities, to dedicate additional time dealing with the nuances of legislation and regulation that can directly impact patient care. However, it is of extreme importance that physicians work with our lawmakers to assure that we all get the best in healthcare delivery.

We just finished the 2017 Texas Legislative session, and I spent a lot of time on Capitol Hill, phone calling, networking, and letter writing. Often our successes are in squashing bad bills and making sure they don’t get passed. Others laws are passed that impact physicians and patient care.

Physician Maintenance of Certification (MOC) has been a big issue nationally for physicians for a number of years as the new certification process is expensive, time consuming, conflicted, and does nothing to impact patient care or the quality of the physician. To make things worse MOC has moved beyond the self-regulation processes of our board certification agencies and have gotten into interference of our ability to practice medicine. It has been a long battle controlling these MOC boards and sometimes, with reticence, we have to get legislative help.

I have presented at the House of Delegates (HOD) of the American Medical Association, and my wife, Sheila Page D.O., has done the same as a delegate of the American Osteopathic Association to achieve their support in resolutions and policy that dissociate MOC from state licensure, hospital privileges, and the ability to get on insurance plans.

Through the grassroots efforts of physicians at the Texas Medical Association and the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons, physician-senator Dawn Buckingham took the lead (and the heat) to get SB 1148 passed into Texas law to control the tyranny of MOC. This is a huge win for the physicians of Texas!

Texas also passed new laws that have set standards to assure safe telemedicine services that are similar to in-person exams. I believe these laws will allow safe expanded access to care, particularly in rural and underserved areas. We must continue to assure, however, that Texas patients are cared for by Texas physicians, where licensing with the Texas Medical Board is one of the most stringent in the country.

Accordingly, in Special Session, our legislators agreed not to sunset the Texas Medical Board, but more importantly elements of the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact were successfully removed from that law, therefore our doctors will not share a common license with doctors, say, from West Virginia or Oregon who could potentially telemedicine their services.
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Nationally, I am currently working hard to change the “14-day rule” which is adversely impacting our cancer patients. This impacts our cancer patients who get tumor biopsies in the hospital and the cancer doctors want to do complex modern molecular tests (which are expensive) to be able to best characterize the cancer and guide treatment options. Currently, the Medicare rules state that if these tests are done within 14 days of the hospital procedure then the cost gets billed under the hospital bundle. Therefore, hospital pathology departments will not do the necessary tests until >14 days, thereby placing substantial delays in the appropriate treatment of symptomatic cancer patients.

I have had a face-to-face meeting with one of the Medicare Medical Directors and I am currently writing a resolution which I will present to the AMA HOD to get into policy. I am confident we will get this “14-day rule” changed which will be of great benefit to cancer patients across the country.

There is WAY more to discuss.. ..for another time.

To learn more about cancer care issues or to consult with a physician about a cancer diagnosis, contact us at 817.596.0637.

Find-a-Physician. The right doctor is just a phone call away at 817-489-7450.

Choosing the right doctor is a big decision, but we're here to help. One call to our free Find-a-Physician line gives you access to local primary care physicians and specialists. So whether you need a physician close to your home or work, or one who accepts walk-ins or same-day appointments, give us a call and we'll help you find the doctor who's just right for you.

Most insurance plans are accepted. Call today.

Lone Star Medical Group

LoneStarPhysicians.com
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Weatherford Regional Medical Center

PREVENTING CERVICAL CANCER

By: Dr. April Mikes, OB/GYN


One of the great success stories in cancer research, since annual Pap test cervical cancer screenings were introduced in the 1950s, cases of what was once the number one cancer in women have plummeted. Human Papillovirus (HPV) vaccination has further reduced the numbers.

“Today, we know cervical cancer can be prevented with proper screening to find pre-cancers before they develop into invasive cancer,” said Dr. April Mikes, a OB/GYN physician. “If a pre-cancer is found, it can be treated, stopping cervical cancer before it really starts.”

One factor in cervical cancer is the prevalence of the human papilloma virus (HPV) in society. An estimated 80% of sexually active women will become infected with the virus at some point, but of the more than 100 strains of HPV identified, only a few high-risk strains are connected to cervical cancer. The vast majority of HPV infections resolve without any treatment or intervention.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends young women and men receive HPV vaccination at 11 or 12 years of age to provide the best protection long before the start of any sexual activity. Catch-up vaccines are recommended for males through age 21 and for females through 26 years of age. In females, vaccination helps protect against two types of HPV that cause 70 percent of cervical cancer cases.

“Unfortunately, the CDC reports more than 4,000 U.S. women still die from cervical cancer every year,” said Dr. April Mikes. “Women at risk of dying

from the disease today are those who have been screened infrequently - or not at all.”

Recently, changing guidelines about screening frequency have created confusion. What used to be a clear direction from the American Cancer Society - “get a yearly Pap test” - has become less clear. Recommended time between screenings is now longer, and two separate tests are available.

While not all physicians agree on the new guidelines, following are good rules from the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the American Cancer Society to protect yourself against cervical cancer. Be proactive in discussing with your doctor whether these screening guidelines are right for you.

•    All women should begin cervical cancer screening via a Pap test at age 21.

•    Women between the ages of 21 and 29 should have a Pap test at least every three years. HPV testing should be done only if needed after an abnormal Pap test.

•    Women between the ages of 30 and 65 should have both a Pap test and an HPV test at least every five years.

•    Women over 65 who have had regular screenings with normal results should not be screened for cervical cancer.

•    Women who are at increased risk for cervical cancer may need to increase the frequency of these

screenings. Notably, African American and Hispanic women have a higher incidence of cervical cancer than other ethnic groups.

In short, the American Cancer Society no longer recommends getting a Pap test every year, because it generally takes longer than that (10-20 years) for cervical cancer to develop. As the debate continues, there is also the option to have a separate test for HPV alone. Again, discuss with your doctor the appropriate actions based on your age, lifestyle and risk factors.

Dr. April Mikes is an independent member of the medical staff of Weatherford Regional Medical Center.

Dr. Mikes received her medical school education from University of North Texas Health Science Center-TCOM, in Fort Worth, Texas. Her obstetrics and gynecology residency was completed at John Peter Smith Health Network also in Fort Worth. She joined Weatherford OB/GYN on August 15, 2017.

Dr. Mikes offers the full scope of women's healthcare including reproductive health, prenatal care, obstetrical ultrasound, contraceptive counseling, urodynamic testing and preventative counseling. She has a particular interest in gynecological surgery.

To find a physician close to you, visit Weatherford Regional Medical Center's online Physician Directory at

WeatherfordRegional.com/Physicians
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Texas Health

v3/ Neighborhood Ca


Care & Wellness*


Emergency care at Texas Health Willow Park.

An emergency can happen at any moment. Luckily, 24-hour emergency care is just moments away at Texas Health Neighborhood Care & Wellness Willow Park. As part of the largest health care system in North Texas, Texas Health Willow Park is here for you with emergency-trained physicians on the medical staff and clinical personnel prepared for serious injuries and illnesses. So you can rest assured you and your family are in caring hands.

1-877-THR-WELL

TexasHealth.org/Willow-Park-Emergency

WILLOW PARK

Part of Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital Fort Worth

Doctors on the medical staff practice independently and are not employees or agents of the facility. © 2017

Rehabilitation and Care Center

Feel Better. Live Well.


Private Rooms available

Newly remodeled Assisted living Secure unit 24-hour skilled nursing care Orthopedic Consulting Doctor Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy Accepting Medicare Aetna and Humana

970 Hilltop Drive • Weatherford, TX 76086 Office 817.599.0000* Fax 817.599.9336

Locally Owned & Operated

Optimum

HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT
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DFW Center for
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: SPINAL

• DISORDERS

Christopher Happ, D.O.

Orthopedic Spine Surgeon

Committed to taking an individualized approach to treating back and neck pain.

Weatherford

1105 Santa Fe Drive, Suite 101 Weatherford, TX 76086

DFWSpineCenter.com 817-916-4685

Olusegun A. Oseni, MD, FCCP, ABSM
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Board Certified in Internal Medicine Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine
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•    Committed to providing excellent and quality medical care.

•    Four sleep study rooms with state-of-the-art equipment.

•    Fully-equipped Pulmonary Function laboratory for various pulmonary conditions.

•    DME clinic addresses all PAP therapy needs.

Pulmonary Function Testing and Sleep Studies with prompt results.

Fully Accredited Sleep Lab through AASM ... the Gold Standard of Sleep Medicine
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945 Hilltop Drive, Suite 101 Weatherford, Texas 76086 817-594-9993

Independent Member of the Medical Staff at Weatherford Regional Medical Center
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Crimes, Misdemeanors
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p us recipes, socia events, weather, sports and more.
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One more reason to love your neighborhood...


Peace of Mind is just around the corner


Sign up for the Parker County Today Newsblast and find out for free. All you need to do is send a request to be added to the e-mail list:

artwork@parkercountytoday.com

* PARKER COUNTY*
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our biz
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Talk!

Bert Thompson

Owner/President of Mike's Westside Rentals

PARKER COUNTY TODAY:    BERT THOMPSON: Most days, they do their jobs to the best

What do you do in your day-    I am assisting my team with    of their ability. The other days,

to-day?    whatever they need to ensure    I am working at one of our

SEPTEMBER 2017 PARKER COUNTY TODAY
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three locations making sure the needs at each are met.

PCT: How did you get into this business?

BT: I was in business with Mike Patton, our founder and namesake, in a different industry.

He introduced me to the rental industry in 2013. I bought it in 2014, and have not looked back since.

PCT: What is your back-up job if you weren't in this business? BT: I love cars! Hot rods especially, so I'd do something where I could drive cool, fast cars every day.

PCT: What is your favorite thing about your job?

BT: Growing the business. I love finding new opportunities to make the company better.

PCT: What have you learned in pursuing your field?

BT: I' ve always been my own boss. I've learned you have to be persistent with your vision, but you have to have help from good people along the way. You can't do this all by yourself and do it well.

PCT: What advice can you give others who may want to follow in your footsteps?

BT: Love people, even the unlovable ones, because you can't do it all by yourself.

When you find good people who make you and your organization better, make sure you make them feel treasured. Whether that is an employee, co-worker, customer or vendor — make them feel treasured and they will make you and your organization better.

PCT: What is the best piece of advice you can give to customers?

BT: We're here because of you and for you, so let us help you when you need help. We know that without you we would not be here.

PCT: What is the most interesting thing you have seen in your field?

BT: People! What we do would make great TV.

PCT: What is something that others don't know about you or your job?

BT: We rent disco balls! ^
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817-594-5471
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STAY CLOSE - GO FAR
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Look up at the sky, what do you see?

The sun. The moon. And birds?

BY THE WILD BIRD CENTER, WEATHERFORD, TX
[image: ]
Cardinal Feeder, Woodpecker, Bluejay


gardening - a hobby you can indulge and then relax in as much or as little as you like. Together with your neighbors, the green space of the yards in your community can become a popular rest stop on the highway of migration for many birds.

Remove and replace invasive, non-native plants in your landscape with native trees and plants. Oaks, maples, birches, goldenrods, asters, cherry trees and sunflowers are all great landscape enhancing choices, and offer food to birds by way of seeds (as much as we’d like to think so, birds don’t just exist on bird seed and suet) as well as offering shelter, safety and shade.

Fruiting plants and seeds, dogwoods, serviceberries and viburnums, provide fuel to migrating and resident birds during the season and also offer branches and coverage for birds to tuck into during inclement weather. Evergreen trees and shrubs provide excellent shelter for birds throughout every season. For more information about native, bird-friendly plants, visit: http://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds.
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Yes, birds. Lots of ‘em. As in billions of them.

Twice a year, birds representing nearly 300 species begin migrating between North America and more tropical climes to the south. This fall during the daylight and nighttime hours, many will be flying thousands of miles to reach their target.

These birds instinctively know where to stop for food and water, but as more and more natural habitats give way to manicured lawns and landscaped development areas, finding a welcoming backyard can be hugely beneficial for these weary travelers.

Where neatly trimmed suburban landscapes now sit was once habitat, which is why many homeowners are now giving up all or part of their lawns to bring the wild back to wildlife, securing nature right in their own backyard.

You don’t have to tear up your yard, but do know that the quest for the perfect lawn that’s lush green and weed-free does take away from the natural habitats that wildlife and birds use to live. So, what can you do?

Consider changing over your lawn or even just part of it. Replace that perfect square of grass with trees, shrubs and flowering plants to help provide birds, native and migrating, clean water, shelter and places to nest and raise their young. Reduce the use of pesticides - did you know that U.S. lawn care accounts for 70 million pounds of applied pesticides, 10 times more than what is used in farming? Investigate using natural lawn care remedies such as corn gluten for banishing weeds.

Even small efforts in small yards can have a meaningful impact on wildlife.


Setting up a feeding station with a variety of feeder styles to accommodate a variety of bird species, plus adding a bird bath full of fresh water, aids tremendously on the routes of these migratory travelers.

As fall approaches and cooler days appear on the horizon, keep an eye out for the rare, seasonal guest in your yard! Many birds are short-distance migrants, and fly only a few hundred miles away. Attracting them to your backyard is a fun way to spot bird species not normally seen in the area, and a well-outfitted yard could easily become their chosen home for these months away.

Remember, creating a bird friendly    Also, many migrating birds won’t touch down for just a brief stop in your

community is just another aspect of    yard, but may stay around for several days as they partake of the rest,


refreshment and relaxation you offer them on their journey.

Devote part of your landscape to your bird neighbors and bird visitors, add a few bird-friendly native plants, offer up a feeder and bath, then sit back and enjoy the feeling of the peace and serenity you’ve created for you and the birds, all right outside your door.

Give back to nature, one yard at a time.
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migration season is coming!


Look up at the sky, what do you see? The sun The moon And birds? Yes bird si have your yard stocked and ready far your backyard birds this fall as they fly to-and-fro during their annual migrations. Visit the Wild Bird Center of Weatherford for tasty seed, beautiful feeders, high quality baths, nutritious suet and more to keep your birds strong and healthy this fa I [season and beyond.


25% OFF Any Going Green Feeder

Caftmtl dtt1 cambf/md with othet atitft. fifuilpntiefit coupon. Not va*IM pn poorpvMwo, Good thm 9/3&/J/. PCT^QFFGG


Gain a FREE 5 lb, bag of Wild Bird Center Seed « w/every large bag seed purchased

StudtmJSft be vjvTtt' blend. FMdaWiSi wvfcfh* 4-25 lb. Muit ptoienl coupon. 1 pet exntamrr. Wof vpffd an prk?rptsrchor.oz. J forSrrrfPrtrtrxj don not apply. Vaiid 9/7 9/4/1K


Wild Bird Center of Weatherford [ Weatherford Ridge

325 Adams Or,, Ste 309 ■ Weatherford, 76056 - (817) 776-5253 * wild bird .com/ Weatherford
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Call 817-304-0661 fora FREE Residential Quote!

ONE HOUR of


Earth provides Awer the world

;orr.& by our naw location at 217 Wr 1-20 Suite 700 in Weatherford. 1'e>c3s!

A Veteran Owned Small Business

i*i£j 'jrfufboKS to fewer Texans for 16years!

ecovantageenergy.com

ACCWDTTEO

BUSINESS


Follow vs on

tuuKrfcer

LVrHERTOKD

2017 EcoVantageEnergy, Inc. Weatherford, Texas

THE THREE PATHS TO SOLAR
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BY RICHARD A. FLOREY Marketing Director EcoVantage Energy, inc. www./ecovantageenergy.com
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The Big 3

The number three; it seems the universe runs on it. You know, you’ve seen it work its mystical magic whenever you get a traffic ticket. You KNOW two more are just around the corner. In relative short order as well. There’s just no escaping...three. That said ...

Your Three Reasons

If you’ve made the decision to buy solar, be prepared to answer the three questions as to why you are wanting solar to begin with:

1.    Are you looking to have solar reduce your existing electric bill?

2.    Are you looking to have solar erase your bill through net metering?

3.    Are you looking to be completely off-grid?

Reduce Your Bill!

With as little as ten panels, your electric bill can be reduced by as much as thirty percent! This system is a first step for most new customers in becoming power self-sufficient and is a great introduction to a new lifestyle. In the time leading up to the installation, we urge the customer to change to LED lighting as well as making sure they have sufficient insulation in order to reduce their overall power consumption. This will also get the most efficiency out of your new system and is a vital part of getting to that thirty percent reduction in your bill.

Net Zero via Net Metering

What two of the three systems have in common is they’re what’s known as a, “grid tied” system. A grid tied system runs parallel with your electric utility and is monitored by a special meter that is capable of running backwards. Most times you will see a fee for around $25, which is the rental cost of the meter on your bill. It is also advised that you have a small bank of batteries in order to keep the essentials running during times of black-out due to inclement weather or brown outs. Not nearly as much as you will need going off-grid, but enough to get

you through until the power returns.

Being Off-Grid In any of the three paths to solar; the bottom line is you’re paying for electricity NOW as opposed to over time.

And know that going off-grid is the most expensive of the three ways to go solar.

Because

the system will run the entire household; you’ll need at least double the solar panels as well as double the batteries you would with net metering. Also keep in mind that you’ll be running on batteries when the sun goes down so it will be up to you to turn off lights, unplug wall chargers, etc., but ...

Above All

No matter which of the three paths you chose, ask a professional to help make sure you get it right. The professionals at EcoVantage Solar will be glad to help. See you next time and, may the sun always shine on you!
[image: ]
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our history ! PLACES IN PARKER COUNTY’S PAST - Part 5

On the trail of tumbleweed towns and a few rabbits

WARNING: The style adopted for these tales lends itself to tangents, i.e., going off on them, with little or no notice. In short: from time to time, “rabbits" will be chased.
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BY MEL W RHODES

DELPHINE - I bet you've never heard of a Parker County town called Delphine. (Oh, OK. If you're some history buff who scans the Internet or old materials for fun, you may have heard of Delphine. The rest of us have

noi.)

While I cannot tell you where Delphine stood, it seems clear a post office opened there in March 1858, and equally clear that it closed eight months later in November, 1858, "and S. Olinger was forced to seek other employment."

Some names just "ring a bell," don't they? Olinger ... Olinger. (Rabbit!) Now, I don't know if there was any relation, but a Deputy Bob Olinger went down in history out New Mexico way in 1881. (Before a common mistake is made, it should be plainly put that there is absolutely no evidence that S. Olinger of Delphine, Parker County, Texas, moved west, changed his first name or initial and pinned on a tin star.)

Purportedly, Bob Olinger was one of those heavyhanded lawdog-types who wielded authority in a bullish way, or, to say it plain, he was a bully. William Bonney didn't care for him, but then outlaws generally take a dim view of those hired to interfere with their outlawry. Bob Olinger's tangle with Bonney, a.k.a., Billy the Kid, is the stuff of legend, the lore of the Old West.

At the time of their run-in, Billy, having been found guilty of a Sheriff Brady's murder, was laid up in Lincoln County awaiting his May 13, 1881, date with the hangman; Bob was one of two men charged with guarding him. Acrimony colored the whole affair, and on April 13 Judge Warren Bristol delivered The Kid's sentence with perfect clarity: "He is to be hung until he is dead, dead, dead!" to which Billy replied "and you can go to hell, hell, hell!"

On the evening of April 28, Bob Olinger took five prisoners across the street for supper, leaving the second guard, James Bell to watch The Kid, who, being something of an escape artist, soon laid his guard to rest, as in R.I.P. Walking back from the outhouse behind the courthouse Billy slipped his handcuffs — part of the lore is that The Kid had small hands easily contorted to slip steel cuffs — and used them to beat Bell down. He then back-shot Bell with his own six-shooter. "Dirty Little Billy," they called him.

When he heard the telltale clap of the pistol shot, Bob swallowed his mouthful of food unchewed and bolted for the door and across the street. As he entered the gate he heard from an upstairs window the words: "Look up, old boy, and see what you get." What he got was the loads of both barrels of his own shotgun, left loaded in Pat Garrett's office. (Now, as I recall, in Sam Peckinpah's 1973 movie "Pat Garrett and Billy the Kid," the barrels were stuffed with dimes and, having shredded Bob Olinger, Billy called out playfully — "Keep the change, Bob." Kris Kristofferson's gruff voice and rugged good looks made for an odd Boy Bandit, who by all accounts was no Adonis. But Hollywood knows best.) Back to Delphine, I did find references to Delphine, Texas, but it was the Delphine of Joni Folger's River Bend Vineyard Mystery series. Her fictional Delphine "is" down southeast of Austin. It sounds like a bustling little berg:

"Friday's final meeting at the Opera House had gone very well. They'd nailed down a short list of items to be handled in the week to come, and Elise felt confident that the debut gala was going to be quite the splashy event for little Delphine — as well as Bastrop County."

I also found a man born Oct. 5, 1920, in Delphine, Texas; but that Delphine was in Jefferson County, near Spindletop, south of Beaumont. Spindletop is in common parlance here in Texas; the Jan. 10, 1901, discovery of the Spindletop oil field and salt dome "marked the birth of the modern petroleum industry."

Whichever Delphine we're talking about, chances are the town was named after a mother, wife or sweet daughter: Delphine is a feminine name coming to us from Greek, by way of French. I like the name, which means "Dolphin."

GAMMA — Of course the first thing that comes to mind upon hearing the word "gamma" is sororities, say, for instance, Alpha Gamma Delta. Then there are those alarming gamma rays, short-wavelength rays that are

among the most dangerous sources of radiation because they can penetrate skin and kill or damage the cells inside. These rays can be hideous if released in a nuclear explosion, but lifesaving when turned on cancerous cells.

Gamma is the third letter of the Greek alphabet and carries the numerical value of three. Maybe that's why they named a 19th-century Parker County community ,Gamma — there were only three people. Mighty easy work for census takers, Gamma.

Located a few miles northeast of Millsap, Gamma's post office opened Nov. 1, 1858 with one Eli Hutchins serving as postmaster. James W. Price took over as top mailman on Sept. 29, 1860 and held the post until the office closed Jan. 8, 1861. People drifted in and out of the area but Gamma slowly disappeared, though it remained on censuses for several years. We know Gamma is no more because the Texas Almanac says it "no longer exists," though it is up for adoption.

LOTTA _ Lotta is another area community that popped up somewhere in Parker County, appearing on the Lone Star stage between the mid-1870s and mid-1880s. Not a lotta people in Lotta, either, I'd wager. Robert T. Smoot served as the vanished town's postmaster.

TOTO _ ("I'll get you my pretty, and your little dog too!" — Wicked Witch of the West) Toto, first called the

Ray School Community after a one-teacher school erected in 1885, was located 14 miles north of Weatherford and actually had — and this was and is coveted stature — a road sign signifying its existence. The name changed to Toto in 1912 when the school doubled its staff and became a two-teacher outfit. Located in what today is the Zion Hill and Central Road area, Toto served farmers in several patches of community — Ervin, Roberts, Bugscuffle and Central among them. (Do bugs get into scuffles?)

Toto Post Office existed 1894-1904, and a cotton gin ginned the local fluff between 1903 and 1917. The last store closed in 1930, the school closed in '43, and Toto blew away.

ROSE BUD - Accord ing to the Parker County Historical Commission, "A 1911 Weatherford Democrat article reported from Rose Bud that things were doing well, that crops were being planted and the youngsters were having a good time." They offered no clue concerning the community's location. It is unlikely the town was named after a brand of sled. Not much use for sleds around these parts. f

Sources: •Handbook of Texas Online •parkerchc.org findagrave.com <http://findagrave. com/>; "Performance of a Deadly Vintage," A River Bend Vineyard Mystery, by Joni Folger, e-book Texas Almanac.
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TEXAS BUTANE CO., INC.


Morris & Judy V. (Kemp) White South Side Square • 103 W. Church • Weatherford, Texas 76086

Propane Sales & Service Since 1958
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“LOCALLY OWNED & FAMILY OPERATED”
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We are proud to be the oldest continuously family owned propane company in the Area!
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Continued from page 9

Turns out, this is the right time in Vick's life. "I have two lawyers who work for me. I'm not married, so I don't have anybody who is calling me to see if I'm coming home for dinner by 7:30, so in the words of Southwest Airlines, 'I'm now free to move about the country.' I've been able to maintain my docket. I enjoy doing it. It's a lot of fun."

Goals As Bar President

Vick has a number of goals he plans to reach while serving as Bar president.

First on his list? "The executive director of the Bar is leaving after 20 years," Vick said.

The first priority for Vick is finding a replacement for her. "I'm heading up a national search for her replacement," he said. "About 110 people have expressed interest in that position."

Vick would also like to see better technology in Texas' legal community.

"There's a world of technology we can leverage in meeting the legal needs of all Texans," Vick said. "I want to fully develop the bright minds in tech who can bring that to fruition. The day will soon arrive when our citizens can find answers to their legal needs much the same way they find a ride home. We can get that done. It's time for Texas to have its own technology conference, much like the ABA TECHSHOW."

The Vick Law Tradition Continues

While he is proud of all of his children, one special source of pride for Tom Vick is the successful career of another attorney — Gabe T. Vick III.

"My son has turned out to be an excellent trial lawyer," he said, adding that Gabe III is married to another excellent lawyer. "He's with a firm in Houston and I enjoy visiting them there."

In fact, the two Vicks will be trying a case together soon.

"I'm looking forward to being his co-counsel at trial."

He's also proud of the growth and progress that his hometown has made in recent years.

"Weatherford has really stepped up its game," Vick said. "I was at Spark in the Park for July 4th with my daughter. I told her that what's happening now is what I envisioned when I was mayor. I said 'If they keep doing stuff like this, a lot of young families will be moving in and raising their kids here.' She laughed and said, 'Dad, they already are.'"

It sounded like a father-daughter scene from a movie.

There's something about Vick that's reminiscent of a movie lawyer. Would it be Atticus Finch, perhaps? Actually, no.

When asked, if he could star in a movie, playing a lawyer, what movie would he choose?

"I'm not sure which movie," he said. "But, it would definitely be a movie made from a John Grisham novel."

A dedicated lawyer who lives to help and serve his community and his fellow man. It does fit.

"It's a great honor to serve," he said. "It's a great honor, a privilege and a whole lot of fun." '
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$159


PER MONTH


5045E Utility Tractor >. 5-Year Powertrain Warranty**

■ • 50 hp* ■ Turbocharged Diesel Engine • 9F/3R SyncShuttle™ Transmission


$129


3025E Compact Tractor

•    6-YEAR POWERTRAIN WARRANTY*

•    24.7 hp* Diesel Engine

•    Hydrostatic, 2-range Transmission


BRAZOSVALLEYEQ.COM



	
CLEBURNE
	
ENNIS
	
HILLSBORO
	
WACO
	
OPENING MID-SEPTEMBER


	
3319 North Main
	
4839 N. I-45
	
1520 S. Abbott Ave.
	
6229 S. IH 35
	
WEATHERFORD


	
Cleburne, TX 76031
	
Ennis, TX 75119
	
Hillsboro, TX 76645
	
Waco, TX 76706
	
3404 E. I-20


	
(817) 641-7861
	
(972) 878-9691
	
(254) 582-2572
	
(254) 756-5467
	
Weatherford, TX 76087





^^3    'Offer valid on new 5045E 2WD OOS Utility Tractor purchases made between 8/2/2017 and 10/31/2017 Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Up to

g    a 20% down payment may be required. Example: based on a purchase of $16,647 with $3,349 down payment,monthly payment of $159 at 0% APR for 84 months. Taxes, freight,

set up and delivery charges could increase the monthly payment. Price and model availability vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US dealers. details. 2Offer valid on new 3025E Compact Tractor purchases made between 8/2/2017 and 10/31/2017 Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Up to a 20%down payment may be required. Example: based on a purchase of $13,500 with $2,700 down payment, monthly payment of $129 at 0% APR for 84 months. Taxes, freight, set up and delivery charges could increase the monthly payment. Price and model availability vary by dealer. Valid only at participating US dealers. *Manufacturer's estimate of power (ISO) per 97/68/EC. **Beginning 9/1/2016 all 5E Series Utility Tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere Dealer come standard with a 5-year/2000 hour (whichever comes first) Powertrain Warranty. See the Limited Warranty for New John Deere Turf & Utility Equipment at dealer for details. ***All Compact Utility Tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere Dealer come standard with a 6 year/2000 hour (whichever comes first) Powertrain Warranty. See the Limited Warranty for New John Deere Turf & Utility Equipment at dealer for details.
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The Official Ag &

Turf Equipment of the Dallas Cowboys


John Deere

Brazos VaQCoy

equipment

Parker County Sheriff’s Posse

""RANCH RODEO
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We Carry All Major Tire And Wheel Brands.1

AUTOMOTIVE WORK

TIRES, WHEELS & ACCESSORIES SUSPENSION LIFTS

OIL CHANGES

BRAKES AND MORE!
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TIRE and AUTOMOTIVE,

1811 FORT WORTH HWY | WEATHERFORD, TX 76086 [ 817-550-6790 MON-FRJ: 7AM-5PM [ SATURDAY: 8AM-2PM J ERNrESTIRESANDAUTO.COM

Come See Our Newly Expanded Automotive Facility!

r-

Our goal . is to serve

every family as if the


are a pa of our ow


Photo by Megan Parks


Norma Plowman | Misty Plowman-Engel | James R. Plowman 913 N. Elm St., Weatherford, TX 76086 | 817-594-2747 | 800-593-2747 | jamesplowman@gpfcnet.com New Location Opening Soon: 4941 E. I-20 North | Willow Park, TX 76087
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Call for details. —Consultation and Personal Treatment Planning Today 817.596.7666

Gift CertificatesAvaiCaBCe

Facial Cosmetic & Surgical Center

Bruce N. Epker, DDS, PhD • Meagan Hill, MD

Continued from page 12

attorney — one that likes to win his cases and works tirelessly to see that he does.

"He's an unbelievable lawyer, the best I've ever seen," Charlie Gilchrist said. "I think it was Jerry Durant that told me about him. He's the most thorough lawyer I've ever worked with. He's great in the courtroom, has a great business mind. John is the most well-rounded attorney I've ever seen. Thoroughness makes him good. Willingness in the courtroom to fight and to win. He absolutely wants to win."

From the moment Westhoff moved to Parker County with his wife Sue Ann, the couple became extremely active in the community, volunteering and raising money for charitable causes. Sue Ann founded the Peach Pedal, and she is single-handedly responsible for obtaining the abandoned railroad car andthe railroad station as the office for the Weatherford Chamber of Commerce. Something that endeared the pair to other business leaders was that they worked to make Weatherford and ParkerCountyabetter place to live and raise a family.

Some of the projects they've supported include the Texas Pythian Home, Sue Ann has worked with WeatherfordISD in various capacities (Campus Improvement Team,

District Improvement Team, Project Graduation for its first six years) and theWesthoffs wereontheEducation Foundation Board since its inception until recently.

"John Westhoff is a rock solid supporter of all things that make our community exceptional," said Zan Prince. "He has served our city in so many ways including The Sheriff's Posse, the Weatherford ISD Education Foundation, and Civic Development, but the best thing about John Westhoff is that he is a truly good person who does the next right thing for the people and causes that he serves. I am blessed to call him friend."

In 1975 Zellers died. The firm continued to operate after his death with the remaining members and 1999, I.B. Hand retired from the

Fln/sAlna 7di/jc.'hm


B.J. Hayley- Female Contractor


Interior & Exterior Commercial & Residential Painting Kitchen & Bath Remodels


817.233.9288    4

bj@finishingtouches.pro


www.FinishingTouches.Pro


BOILING

CAJUN SHRIMP


809 S. MAIN ST • WEATHERFORD, TX • 76086 • 817-594-8388
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§j§ Clark Gardens
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Fall 2017 Season Hours


September 1 - November 26, 2017


Monday


Saturday: 8 am - 6 pm


Sunday: 10 am - S pm
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Spring 2018 Season Hours


March 3 - July 4, 2018


Monday - Saturday: 8 am to 6 pm


Sunday: 10 am to 5 pm


940-682- 48 56 I www.aarltGardcrLS.orcr | S67 Maddux Rd | Weatherford, TK76OB0


practice of law.

By 2000, Jack Borden and John Westhoff decided it was time to have a new office constructed to house their firm, and the practice moved from its longtime home at 123 North Main Street, to its new office at 1250 Santa Fe Drive, where the practice continues operating today.

In 2009, Borden was invited to Washington, D.C., where he was named "America's Outstanding Oldest Worker," by Experience Works, a nonprofit training center for older workers. He said in an interview that he had no plans to retire and he didn't — ever.

Borden and Westhoff practiced law together continuously from 1974 until Borden's death in 20l1, at the age of 103. His death was a surprise and shock for which no one was prepared. Borden was scheduled for probate hearings on that very day, which he would have otherwise conducted himself notwithstanding his age.

From Former Protege To Mentor

In 2014, Nicholas Harper joined the firm, having obtained his license to practice law in November of 2013. Nicholas graduated from the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland in 2003 and upon graduation, fulfilled his military commitment through service in the United States Marine Corps. Nicholas served one tour of duty in Afghanistan and achieved the rank of captain before his discharge.

Upon discharge from the military, he attended the Arlington Police Academy, graduating first in his class. At that time, he began a career in law enforcement with the Arlington Police Department, and while working full time as a police officer, Nick attended law school at Texas Wesleyan University in Fort Worth, Texas, graduating second in his class.

"Nick shares the same integrity, honesty, and drive of those who came before him," Westhoff said.

"He has become very involved in the community."

Today, as in the decades past, the firm of Borden & Westhoff is known as


Continued on page 88
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1521 Goforth Rd. 51.6 Acres in Aledo ISD

$1,100,000

800 Big Valley Cir. 30 Acre Equestrian Facility in Brock ISD

$950,000
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Tara Stark

REAL ESTATE GROUP

Keller Williams DFW Metro SW



Residential • Luxury Estates • Land & Ranch

"Delivering Reliable Results Through Integrity, Knowledge and Experience"

817.266.2816 | TaraStark@kw.com www.TaraStark.com Keller Williams DFW Metro SW

@OnTheRanchWithTara


Tara Stark Real Estate Group
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Visit feeaware.com to learn more about investments

You Work Your Whole Life for Retirement.

Make it count.
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THE INVESTMENT ADVISER REPRESENTATIVE

feeaware.com


Matthew C. Glen-Walker 100 Austin Ave, Suite 105 Weatherford, TX 76086

817-341-7283 800-445-7380 fax 817-341-2329 matt@dasfinancial.com
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FEE AWARE

KNOW INVESTMENT FEE


Securities and advisory services offered through representatives of KMS Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC and an SEC Registered Investment Advisor. Fee Aware is a separate and independent entity from KMS Financial Services, Inc. and is not registered as a broker/dealer or investment advisor.


LegacyTexas.
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WHAT’S YOUR LEGACY?

The right partner for your business.
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You learn a lot running a business. Time really is money. Customers never forget a great experience. When opportunity knocks, answer. But the most important lesson is this — the right partner makes all the difference. At LegacyTexas, we’ve been just that kind of banking partner for over 60 years. So if you’re looking for a bank you can trust to help grow your business, look no further than LegacyTexas.

Visit us online at LegacyTexas.com

MEMBER FDIC
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our pets! SAVED BY THE VOLUNTEERS

Haller’s Lucky Dogs:

Local woman leads the charge to save urgent-list canines

SEPTEMBER 2017 PARKER COUNTY TODAY
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BY MEL W RHODES

Sometimes, when things come down to the wire, all that stands between destruction and reprieve is selfless intervention. A pack of lucky dogs on the urgent list at Weatherford/Parker County Animal Shelter recently escaped death because volunteer Deborah Haller rolled up her sleeves, and worked tirelessly to get them out. The 40 to 70-pound pooches, various mixed breeds, were picked up Thursday, Aug. 10, the culmination of an intervention that began July 29.

"These dogs had to be out immediately," said Haller. "We were so full that we had no space left, and we had a bunch of dogs, really nice dogs, that hadn't been adopted out. And I had an hour to find a place for them."

Haller posted photos of the dogs and via Facebook connected with a Pennsylvania woman, Alana Hoffmeier, who is awaiting non-profit status for her rescue operation, and wanted to pull the animals before E-Day (Euthanization Day). Hoffmeier decided to adopt the dogs outright, said Haller, paying for all the associated costs. But this interstate rescue was not as simple as it might sound.

"Because we didn't know her, and it was her first time to do it through our shelter, the shelter manager had to limit her as to how many dogs she could take," Haller explained. "So we had to go through another rescue group, and use their nonprofit status. So she adopted eight of the dogs, and two she pulled as rescue animals, through another rescue group."

As the rescue mission played out, Hoffmeier was busy finding the canines homes. But, because she was a one-person rescue operation and in Pennsylvania, she did not have anyone local to collect the dogs and put them in foster homes or with boarders until she could come for them.

They had to be out of the shelter.

"I had to figure out a place for every dog to go to here locally until she got a transport van or truck to come pick them up and take them to Pennsylvania," said Haller.

This meant Haller had to take each dog to the vet for a health certificate and vaccinations they needed to travel to the Northeast. Three of the dogs tested heart worm positive and medication had to be administered before they could travel across state lines. Ultimately, she found two foster homes and boarded the rest between three kennels. She said Ring Leaders Kennels was especially helpful — "phenomenal."

"I have six dogs," Haller said,

"so I couldn't keep them myself. Actually, I had one dog at home for an hour, and my husband was getting pretty nervous that the dog might not leave."

Another shelter volunteer, Kristi Tilghman, drove one of the dogs, Sly, to an adopter in Kentucky.

At length, after much effort and nail-biting, and even pickup time setbacks, the dogs, six of the seven transported being pit-bull mixes, were collected at Holland Lake Park and carried away to the Quaker State and new lives. One animal, Peyton, stayed behind, having been adopted locally, and a vet deemed another too elderly to travel and recommended euthanization.

"I had a lot of sleepless nights worrying about this," Haller admitted. "This is normally something that a rescue group takes care of themselves." Haller coordinated the operation and five other volunteers assisted her in various capacities.

Asked why she went to such lengths for these ownerless animals, Haller said, "I have a tremendous love of dogs. I feel like they are

vulnerable; that they need a voice. They give unconditional love. I think they are amazing animals and that they provide a lot of joy, but they can also provide services for disabled people and provide emotional support. There're just a lot of things that they are able to do that we don't give them credit for."

She suggested that often people don't make the effort to understand their pets, and that learning how to read them is quite rewarding. She recommended “On Talking Terms With Dogs: Calming Signals," by Turid Rugaas.

“The thing is that we tend to want them to behave with human characteristics, and they try to read us, they try to understand us, but we don't reciprocate," she said.

Haller, who has volunteered at the local shelter now for two years, says it is very rewarding work, but adds it can also be stressful, as demonstrated by this latest dog shuffling operation. But it's worth the effort. Those lucky dogs!
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•    General Healthcare    • Complete In-House Laboratory

•    Emergency and Critical Care    • Advanced Dental Procedures

•    Advanced and Routine Surgery    • Laser Therapy • Ultrasound • Endoscopy



Doctor and staff on premise 24 hours daily for Emergencies and Critical Care.

Appointments available Mon.-Fri. 8:30am-6pm; Sat. 8:30am-4pm Dr. Randy Langerhans

Dr. Jennifer Parsley | Dr. Pieter Steenkamp | Dr. Jeri Nokes Dr. Matthew Noland - General and Advanced Dentistry

3713 Fort Worth Hwy., Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

817-341-3331 | www.I-20animalhospital.com


Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter


Giving
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CITY OF

WEATHERFORD

Animal Services


$1.65 Million goal to improve The WPCAS facility and their life saving efforts.

(All donations are tax deductable)
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animals@weatherfordtx.gov

http://www.facebook.com/WPCAnimal



Campaign


Donate online at: weatherfordtx.gov/animals


403 Hickory Lane | Weatherford, TX | 76086 | 817-598-4111
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our expertise: vet column

Equine Herpes - What You Need To Know

BY TOM HUTCHINS, DVM, DABVP

Five different herpes virus are commonly found in domestic horses. Equine Herpes Virus (EHV) infection is ubiquitous in the equine population and most horses are infected in the first few months of life. Following infection with an EHV, the virus is able to essentially hide from the immune system in the lymphoid or neurologic tissues; horses are then said to have a "latent infection." Once infected with EHV, horses are thought to be permanently infected. A latent viral infection can become reactivated via currently unknown mechanisms often during times of stress.

Horses with re-activated latent infections are a source of infection for other horses. EHV-1 was one of the first equine herpes viruses to be described. EHV-1 is termed an "alpha herpes virus" that can cause severe pneumonia in newborn foals, mild respiratory disease in young horses and abortion in pregnant mares.

The neurologic form of disease is a consequence of damage to blood vessels and the adjacent soft tissues. Depending on what part of the neurologic system is affected (i.e., the spinal cord and brain) clinical signs will vary. The neurologic form of EHV-1 infection is generally referred to as Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) as both the brain and spinal cord can be involved. This form of herpes virus infection can cause clinical signs in any age, breed, or gender of horse.

TRANSMISSION: Horse to horse transmission of the herpes viruses is significant when horses are kept in close contact. Contaminated equipment (e.g., water buckets, water hose handles, cleaning and grooming equipment, etc.) can also be a source of infection and people can transmit the virus on their hands or clothes. An infected horse will excrete and aerosolize the virus in respiratory secretions. All horses with clinical signs are expected to be contagious, although horses not showing any clinical signs can shed EHV. Neurologic horses shed large quantities of EHV-1 and should be securely isolated. The virus is estimated to be viable for up to 7 days in the environment under normal circumstances but may remain viable for a maximum of one month under perfect experimental conditions. The virus is easily killed in the environment by most disinfectants.

\ jjfJjMlju

DIAGNOSIS: Once exposed and infected with EHV-1 the virus may be detected in blood and nasal swabs for 21 and 14 days respectively in laboratory settings. Virus shedding maybe more transient and difficult to detect in the latter stages of the disease and in clinical outbreaks. Nasal shedding may be prolonged (21 + days) in cases infected with certain neuropathic strains of EHV-1. Horses can develop clinical signs as early as 1 day after exposure to the virus, although clinical signs can be delayed up to 10 days after exposure. Typically EHM develops 5 to 6 days after the primary infection. Infection usually develops following exposure to a horse shedding the virus but in a small percentage of cases, infection occurs by reactivation of latent virus. EHV-1 typically causes a biphasic fever peaking on day 1 or 2 and again on day 6 or 7. With respiratory infections there is often significant nasal and ocular discharge, but not a lot of coughing. There may be some persistent enlargement of submandibular lymph nodes. With the neurologic form there are typically minimal respiratory signs, with fever (rectal temperature greater than 102°F) being the only warning. Neurologic disease appears suddenly and is rapidly progressive reaching its peak intensity within 24 to 48 hours.

In horses infected with the neurologic strain of EHV-1, clinical signs may include: nasal discharge,

incoordination, hind end weakness, recumbency / paralysis, lethargy, urine dribbling, decreased tail tone, and/or head tilt. It is important to consult with your local veterinarian when deciding which horse(s), if any, to test for EHV on nasal swabs and blood because some percentage of the normal horse population will be cycling virus without displaying clinical signs of the disease.

PREVENTION: For all of the equine herpes viruses, vaccination is not fully protective. An effective immune response requires a local mucosal response, systemic antibody production, and a cell mediated immune response. No current vaccine achieves all of these measures. Current EHV vaccines may reduce the amount of the virus shed in secretions of the respiratory tract, but do not protect against the neurologic form. Unfortunately, boostering well vaccinated horses during an outbreak is not helpful. Vaccinations 14 days prior to exposure are not likely to be harmful, and may help limit the spread of the disease.

BIOSECURITY: Horses with confirmed equine herpes myeloencephalopathy should be isolated and the farm quarantined. Strict hygiene and biosecurity measures should be implemented because the virus can be aerosolized. A secondary containment should be setup

for exposed horses to control the spread of the virus. If it is necessary to admit a horse to a farm with ongoing cases, they should be current on EHV-1 vaccination and isolated away from the resident population. The neuropathic strain of EHV-1 can also cause abortion and location of pregnant mares should be considered during an outbreak.

TREATMENT: The prognosis after infection is dependent on the severity of the neurologic symptoms and the duration of recumbency. The disease spreads quickly and can have high morbidity and mortality. Most cases are treated symptomatically, although some practitioners have used antiviral therapy. Symptomatic therapy includes NSAIDs, DMSO, aspirin, L-lysine, vitamin E and/or corticosteroids, along with nursing care. Neurologic or recumbent horses can be maintained in a sling for a short period of time in referral facilities or in custom setups on the farm.

PROGNOSIS: Horses that remain standing have a good prognosis for recovery and improvement is generally seen in a few days. However it may takes months to over a year before a horse is completely recovered and returned to its previous level of performance. Some horses may be left with permanent residual neurologic deficits.
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SADDLE SHOP W BOUTIQUE

It’s 100 degrees in the shade, we’re all striving to stave off heat stroke, people are golfing at 3:00 a.m. so they can play 18 holes before the thermostat climbs into triple digits. What does it all mean? It’s autumn in Parker County — time to shop

fBr fall fashions.: *

In Parker County, autumn doesn’t mean stocking up on tweeds, cable knit sweaters and Cashmere wraps (although you have to have a few of those pieces for that three weeks of bitter cold and winter we have here just about every year at Stock Show. time).

Miss Parker County, Amy Garcia .'■ slips into fall with fashions with items from Teskey’s SADDLE r SHOP and BOUTIQUE that include ' a Middy sleeveless dress, of a cotton blend in black, white and red, ■ with classic Western yoke, belted .* with a classic leather Western belt that adds an autumn feel and coordinates perfectly with her black „ skinny jeans and red leather fringed bootlets. Trading in her pearl pink lip-gloss for lip paint, the color of cherry wine combined with silver bangles,-' dangling double hooped earrings and a soft leather fringed satchel complete the look.. A supple 1 suede - black bolero jacket should be kept close, for times when the thermometer plunges down past the 58-degree. - mark.    ,

You don’t have to go on the warpath to find fabulous Western wear at a great price. PCT’s Bachelorette Micah Fox and 2017 Bachelorette of the Year Taylar White found their stunning outfits by just scouting out the great treasures at Resale Secret. Kimberly Warder and the Resale Secret posse can help you find everything you’ll need for special Western-themed events. Parker County has a gaggle of them on the horizon including Careity Foundation’s annual event Celebrity Cutting and The Parker County Sheriff’s Posse has its Ranch Rodeo coming up (as an added bonus — there’s a street dance afterward that’s fun, fun, fun). Both the embroidered frock of mid-weight cotton-blend that Micah is wearing and the suede dress that Taylar selected are versatile, working well regardless of what turn the weather in Weatherford takes. Taylar’s cape adds warmth as well as eye-catching style.
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Photo by Megan Parks

You don’t need a fortune when shopping for versatile, eye-catching fall fashions at Urban Gypsy. Fallish-hued frocks in linens and cottons work beautifully, and comfortably, when the weather is still warmish, but transition well when the winds shift to the north. Just throw a sweater over the navy romper, worn by Jordan Prokell, and add opaque tights and boots. The same concept can be added to the long dress, worn by Erin Prokell. The grey dress, worn by Chloe Clark, can double as a tunic with leggings and shawl. All three ensemblescan^ake you stylishly through November.
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OUr society! bachelorettes

Parker County’s Six Most Extraordinary Bachelorettes

BY MELISSA MOORMAN, MISTY BROWNING, SCOTLYN OGLE PHOTOS BY ZACH PETERSON
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Even though 36-year-old Lori Clay just moved back to Parker County, to her it feels like she never left. The Reunion Title employee and mom of three boys shows her love for her community by volunteering in multiple organizations. For that reason, Clay is excited to be involved with our bachelorette event, because it allows her to give back to the community by serving those in need and making a difference, one day at a time.

"I truly love this community," said Clay. "I feel volunteer work is essential. I'm currently committed to serving the Aledo Children's AdvoCats and the Parker County Health Foundation."

Clay's plans for the future are grounded in both her beliefs and her family legacy of giving a helping hand to those around her as she finishes up her bachelor's degree, with studies ranging from philanthropy to social justice. All this goes hand in hand with her legacy that started with her great-grandfather so many years ago.

"He moved from London to Newfoundland, seeking freedom of religion," she said. "It was during the turn of the century when he witnessed an army of Salvationists helping residents dig out and recover from the disastrous blizzard and wanted to help. That day forever altered the course of his life, as well as his son's, making me the fifth generation to carry out my family's legacy."

Her favorite thing about Parker County is the Parker County Peach Festival. "Being a native, I grew up riding alongside my father in the annual Peach Pedal. The rolling hills, the bluebonnets and wildflowers. I now enjoy doing these same activities with my own children."

Clay is excited to have Careity as her charity because it is near and dear to her heart for many reasons. Her grandmother was diagnosed with colorectal cancer, and after a two-year-long battle and subsequent chemotherapy, she became cancer-free by age 78.

"I remember her saying just two words that day: 'early detection.' From then on, she devoted the remainder of her days to telling as many people as she could about how important early detection really is. Being able to spread awareness alongside Careity Foundation and Sundance Club — [my] abundance of excitement and heartfelt appreciation doesn't even begin to describe my gratefulness."

Bachelorette contestant Jacquie Case grew up in Aledo, but is no stranger to the rest of Parker County. Her dad and stepmom live in Aledo, her mom lives in Weatherford and her grandparents live in Willow Park, so everyone is local. Growing up, she was a huge daddy's girl, and still looks up to him.
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With Fish Creek partnering with her, she is excited to participate in this competition, and especially excited to help a charity that helps grow girls into young women.

"Even though I am a pretty competitive person, seeing all the organizations come together as one to better the community is huge," said Jacquie.

"I will do all I can to raise money for Gracefully Strong!"


"He instilled in me at a young, young age to never give up," said Jacquie. She loves Parker County because she grew up here, and even though it is growing like crazy, it still has the hometown feel.

Now, at age 28, she has her own Outdoor Fitness Program through Camp Gladiator in her hometown. To her, it's not a job, it is her passion. She loves the outdoors, trail running, the mountains, and most importantly, showing positivity to as many people as possible through health and fitness. She is a people person and loves to get to know people and their stories. Her goals for the future are to be the area director of the Aledo/Weatherford area for Camp Gladiator and to continue to have it grow, though she will go wherever God leads her.

"I am so in love with the Colorado Mountains; so if He places me there, I wouldn't be upset at all," she said. "In all seriousness,

I would love to settle down, have a family and continue to impact lives through Camp Gladiator."

This isn't the first time that Jacquie has heard about her charity, Gracefully Strong. Last year, one of her clients mentioned it, urging her to get involved. Since she had just opened Camp Gladiator Aledo, the timing wasn't right, but it planted a seed. Gracefully Strong is a program that helps empower young girls, and to teach them that it's what is on the inside, not the outside, that counts.

"Beauty syncs perfectly with strength," said Jacquie. "They prepare girls to build that inner strength to know they are beautiful no matter what."
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Caitlin Macrae has packed a lot of living into her 27 years. She's a certified emergency technician, and has been to nursing school, until recently, when she decided she wanted to fight fires instead of nursing people back to health. At first, she didn't think she could handle the rigors of firefighter training school, but those that knew her said, "If there's any girl that can do it, you can." After she graduates from fire school, she wants to become a government contractor and serve as an EMT and firefighter in the Middle East for a few years.

It won't be the first time she's been to that area of the world. She is also a veteran who served as a U.S. Marine for four years. Now she supports veterans by raising money through body-building competitions benefitting a charity called Make-a-Vet Sweat. It uses the funds it raises to pay for gym memberships for veterans, some of whom might be suffering from PTSD, while helping others get back to the gym and physical fitness. She raised just under $10,000 and placed second in both categories in the latest competition.

For the past seven years, she has served as bar manager at Vintage Grill and Car Museum. Although she has attended many of our bachelor and bachelorette events in the past working with Vintage, being a bachelorette will be a new experience for her. "Now I'm on the other side of things," said Macrae. "I'm really excited to see how much Aaron and I can do together.

I want to raise a lot of money and change some lives," she added.

Going back to daytime hours after she leaves Vintage will really be a change for her. "I'm hoping to read books again and maybe even buy a TV," she said. While attending school, she will be teaching hot yoga classes at Pav Yoga on the Weatherford Square.

She enjoys the sense of community that Parker County gives its residents, and one of the things she really enjoys is reading in the park. "With so many events and charities, there's really a lot of things going on in Parker County," she said.

Giving back and serving is something that was instilled in Macrae from a young age. With her roots in Northern California, she and her family found a way to serve around the holidays by working at soup kitchens or other places for people in need. "At least one holiday a year we would go and do that," she said. She's looking forward to working with the Parker County Committee on Aging and maybe meeting other veterans as she visits the Senior Center.

"They are a special breed for sure."

T
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Emily Nicole Photography

'We’re known for vendor flexibility, full-day rentals, and zero hidden fees.

TheSpringsEvents.com weatherford@thespringsevents.com Text or Call us at (817) 609-5159

0    * @SpringsVenue
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Come see why THE SPRINGS is different.

Originally from Fort Worth, 27-year-old Emily Beck is a self-described country girl at heart. She has always enjoyed the outdoors, especially horses. Her love of horses is one of the reasons she decided to move west to Parker County, where the atmosphere is more laid-back, yet still has a lot to offer.

"Most people don't understand how big Parker County actually is and how fast it's growing," she said. "Parker County has all the amenities you need, yet you are away from the hustle and bustle of the big city vibe."

Beck sells real estate and specializes in residential, farm and ranch properties for Briggs Freeman Sotheby's International Realty in the Parker County area. She decided to participate in this bachelorette competition after she learned which charity she would be raising money for. Partnered with Whistle Hill as a dessert chef, she is ecstatic to help raise money for Stars and Strides, which involves using horses for therapy with children and adults.

"I am involved with horses myself. When I realized that I would be partnering with Stars and Strides, I knew it was a good fit for me," she said.

She loves Stars and Strides because it not only involves horses, but it involves children and adults who find comfort and therapeutic healing in the work the company offers.

Emily Beck — Stars and Strides Therapeutic Stables


"The owners, Teresa Miller and David Miller, are two amazing people who used their own experiences of raising a special needs child as a way to give back to other families," she said. "They make a difference in people's lives who are going through the same experiences they did when raising their own daughter."

Beck is impressed that they were able to incorporate horses as a tool for physical therapy, emotional growth and learning into people's lives. Not only does this therapy help raise their self-esteem, but it also teaches them essential skills they might not otherwise learn. It improves balance, creates trust and creates a friendship between rider and horse, and Beck is excited to help in any way she can.

Continued on page 110
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Women’s Clothing • Home Decor • Jewelry • Shoes

157 College Park Drive • Weatherford, TX 76086 • 8
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DOVE RIDGE VINEYARD 6000 TUCKER DR.

WEATHERFORD, TX 76085 817.444.8172

WWW.DOVERIDGEVINEYARD.COM
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our advice ! ASK DR. CATE
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Vet Rap by Dr. Ryan Cate

Helping Your Dog Live a Healthier Life

SEPTEMBER 2017 PARKER COUNTY TODAY


Question: Dear Dr. Cate:

Our dog was a chubby puppy who has turned into an overweight adult. What can we do to help him live a healthier life?

Answer: According to the Association for Pet Obesity Prevention, over half of American cats and dogs are either overweight or obese. Like your pet, if your animal was a chubby kitten or puppy, odds are it will become an overweight older dog. The number of fat cells is determined when a dog is a puppy or a cat is a kitten, and once they are formed they are permanent. The reason that many companion animals become either overweight or obese is an excessive amount of caloric intake and a decreased amount of exercise. Just like us, our animals are suffering from the supersize mentality, and it's affecting their overall health. Pet obesity can cause a host of problems in our animals. Skin infections from too many folds of skin, an increase of blood pressure that can lead to heart disease, diabetes, immunosuppression issues, as well as arthritis and other orthopedic disorders can all be traced back to our animals being too heavy.

If you think your pet might be obese or overweight, first consult with your veterinarian to have them check that no underlying medical issues might be the cause. The doctor will do a body condition score and rate your dog or cat from one to nine. An animal that scores a one would be emaciated and underweight, while nine would be grossly obese. Then a number of tests will be performed which might include CBC, chemistry panel, thyroid panel and or a urinalysis. Your vet is testing for some specific reasons why your animal might be gaining weight. Some of the causes could be hypothyroidism, Cushing's disease, or diabetes mellitus. These tests can rule these issues out and make sure it's safe to start your pet on a diet and exercise regimen.

If there are no underlying issues, the key to successfully getting your pet on the right track is to provide more caloric output than input. First, modify the amount and way you feed. Put the animal on a feeding schedule, and give them no more than 30 minutes to eat and then put the food away. Cut out all people food — it is never good for your dog or cat. Reduce snacks and change them to something healthier like vegetables or fruit, making sure you never give them grapes or raisins. Frozen green beans and peas are great treats and decrease the calorie intake. Working with your vet and online resources you can determine what [is] the ideal caloric intake for your breed, size and type of companion animal.

When you have the food portion of the program in place, exercise will also help your pet slim down.

When starting an exercise regimen, take into account your pet's age and fitness level. You may need to start with just a few minutes of exercise a day to get up to twice per day for 15 minutes. Exercising twice per day will rev up their metabolism and get them on the right track for losing weight and getting healthier.

This year Oct. 11, is Pet Obesity Awareness Day.

Have your pet checked out by your vet and then set a goal for this date to have your pet on the right track to health. There are many online tools at the APOP's website (petobesityprevention.org). You can find charts to determine the ideal weight for your type of dog, daily feeding and activity logs that you can fill out and discuss during your vet visit, even calorie counts for your animal's favorite treats.

Everyone wants their pet to live a long healthy life, and maintaining a healthy weight is a big part of keeping your pet healthy. Decreasing your pet's weight will lead to an increase in its quality of life, and hopefully the length of time that it is part of your family.

PlainsCapitalBank
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David S. Irvin’s Positively Parker County


Andrew and Tammy Decker and their sons Austin and Travis

About Irvin


David S. Irvin, The Portrait Photographers, is a nationally recognized photographer. Irvin has photographed six presidents and a variety of celebrities, including Garth Brooks and Nolan Ryan. He has also been recognized by Kodak as one of the top 25 photographers in the United States.

Irvin photographs notable families in the Fort Worth area who have ties to area businesses.

To see additional photos by David S.

Irvin, visit www.dsirvin.com
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Andrew and Tammy Decker and their sons Austin, 19, and Travis, 14, love it in Parker County. The Deckers moved to Aledo four years ago. Andrew is an attorney in private practice in Willow Park and Tammy works at T.G. Mercer and moved out here to make the commute “one ride shorter.”

After graduating high school in Arlington, Andrew Decker headed to Southwestern University to study music, and it was there that he met Tammy. The first 15 years of Andrew's career, he served as a pastor, earning his degree from the Perkins School of Theology at SMU. He then decided to change careers, attained his law degree from Texas A&M and started practicing law.

Austin is a sophomore at the University of Texas and is studying biochemistry. He is a Longhorn Hell Raiser when he's not hitting the books. “They paint their faces and bodies to support football and volleyball games,” said Decker.

Travis is an eighth-grader in Aledo ISD. Born with Down Syndrome, Travis is a “sports fanatic,” swimming on the Benbrook YMCA swim team. He also plays in the Miracle League of Parker County and runs the flags for eighth-grade basketball and football.

“A significant portion of our life is [chasing] him around. We attend the games he runs flags for, and might attend a few volleyball games. Everyone loves him doing that. Because of his involvement, he is friends with the football players and everyone knows him. He is well included in the life of those boys and vice versa.”

When the Deckers are not working or attending sporting events with their boys, they spend a lot of time at their home church, Aledo United Methodist Church. They enjoy spending their down time in their backyard.
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Floor to Ceiling Designs

FLOORING • CUSTOM FIREPLACES • CUSTOM SHOWERS • KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING
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817.757.7700 • 501 N . Main St, Weatherford, TX 76086

OUr View! glamping

The Original Ford Expedition


BY MARK BROWN
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My wife and I have recently discovered camping. In truth, what we do is not really camping. Camping, back when I was growing up, usually involved a tent of some kind, a sleeping bag, maybe a small Coleman stove if we were lucky, the bathroom was the woods, certainly there was no shower of any kind.

It was all done for the love of the outdoors, primitive, no comforts of home, just you and nature.

And that was fine when I was a kid. My back didn't hurt if I slept on the ground. I didn't worry about being cold and wet, actually to my knowledge, fire ants didn't live in the U.S. back then (try pitching your tent on a fire ant bed today).

In fact, you had to be a construction genius to put a tent together years ago, too many poles, and you could kill yourself with the hatchet used to pound the stakes in the ground.

Back then, you needed an alcohol test before you used one of those hatchets, especially if you were trying to do it at dusk or in the dark, you could flat cut your hand off. Also, I wasn't married in those days.

So, camping for my wife and me has changed dramatically, from yesteryear.

In fact, there is a name for it ... . GLAMPING ... Glamorous camping, which is, satisfying the love for the outdoors, and being able to include the desire for great food, superb adult beverages, a comfortable bed, to be warm in the winter and cool in the
[image: ]
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summer.

Glamping for us is somewhere south of what Henry Ford used to do. Henry Ford, by the way, is truly worth reading about.

For instance, Thomas Edison was his electrician, and he wired Henry's home, called Fairlane, in early 1909. Henry had instant hot water, pushbutton light switches, and a central vacuum system, but I digress. When Henry went camping as he called it, he went with great friends, Firestone, Edison, Burroughs. Edison brought a mobile elec-

Sponsored By

“TEXAS RV OUTLET HAS THE BEST SELECTION OF PR E-OWN EO MOTOR HOMES. 5TH WHEELS AND TRAVEL TRAILERS. PLEASE STOP BY AND VISJT WITH OUR FRIENDLY STAFF. WE’LL SAVE YOU THOUSANDS OFF YOUR NEXT RV PURCHASE."

5050 EAST 1-20 SERCWE ROAD S. ■" WJLLOW PARK, TX760S7

PHONE:

(St 7)-441-2776

WWWTXRVOUTLET.COM

Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Warren G. Harding, Harvey Firestone
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New Location! New Additions!
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH

wedding & specialty cakes | cookies & pastries room rentals | decorating & crafting parties
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122 N Main St | Weatherford, TX 76086 | 817.594.4003 | Hours: Mon - Fri: 7AM-5PM • Saturday: 9AM-3PM
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U’t's take this journey together!
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NIKKI MAYFIELD

$17-239-2396
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tric generator, they slept in personal tents with their names embossed and a specially designed kitchen car, which Burroughs call a "Waldorf-Astoria on wheels."

They traveled at one point with a 40-Ford car convoy, chauffeured, and an entourage of cooks and attendants.

But, they always had a great campfire in the morning and evening, and had magnificent conservation, and really did enjoy the outdoors, along with superb food.

Like I said, we are somewhat south of the Henry Ford camping trips, but if you have these four elements, you've got all the components for a perfect glamping excursion.

Again, those components are:

A Roaring Campfire

Riveting Conservation

Great food

Beautiful outdoors

Along with ... Music - Nice cooking equipment (Weber grills are preferred) - Cool lighting - Must have great campfire coffee or Nespresso

-    Special wine glasses - Special marshmallow skewers - Outdoor movie screen and projector, for late night camping movies - Nice Bikes - Special camp rocking chairs

-    Diva-themed camp apparel/with coordinating Afghans - Special camp fire facials (for the ladies) - Scotch collection - Dynamite Nikon hiking camera, for those great memories - It also helps to have a nice camping trailer in which you may retire to in the late evening!

Cheers all you campers! (f
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& Mitchell & Associates

GENERAL CONTRACTOR ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

817.599.6815    817.599.6800

1110 E Bankhead Dr • Weatherford, Texas 76086
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Mop Heads Cleaning Service

Clean, Seal, and Restore Your Floors!

Mop Heads Cleaning Service is offering a new and exciting cleaning experience.

We are now certified, in restoration services for Hardwood, Hardwood Laminates (Engineered Hardwood), Tile, Natural Stone (Marble, Slate, Granite, Soap Stone), Grout and Carpets.

•    Are your hardwood or laminate floors, hazy or dull?

•    Do they have a buildup of wax or a peeling finish?

•    Does your tile, stone, or concrete floors need to be deep cleaned or sealed?

• Is your grout sealed?

•    Did you know most contractors don't seal the grout after installing new floors?
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•Could your carpets use a deep cleaning?

We Can Help!

Restoring your floors is a cost-efficient option, compared to resurfacing or replacing them.
[image: ]
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It takes less time and leaves little to no mess!

"Ask today for a free estimate, and find out how affordable it can be to make your floors look like new."

(817) 692-1031

mopheadscleaningservice@yahoo.com www.mopheadscleaningsrvc.com

THE • APOCALYPSE EXPERIENCE
[image: ]
\



The Apocalypse Experience at Capernaum First Century Village, located just outside of Weatherford, is a production that exposes guests to terrifying events that could occur in a world apocalypse. In its second year of production, the Apocalypse Experience combines professional actors with realistic special effects in a brick and mortar town.

The creator of the Apocalypse Experience, Tammy Lane, is also the visionary behind Capernaum and Mission Reality, faith-based nonprofit organizations. Capernaum was built in 2006 to be used as a film set, which Lane uses to produce a number of educational films. The village, which resembles what a town might have looked like in the times of Christ, is also used as a set for condensed film schools.

The Apocalypse Experience is meant to be “terrifying,” Lane says, which is why no one under the age of 12 is recommended to attend. “We don’t want to use this production as a scare tactic,” Lane explains. “We believe that what we show people is the truth, which can be scarier than fiction.”

A recurring theme throughout the tour is the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, representing death, famine, war, and conquest, which are all incorporated into the production. Guests will experience natural disaster, government control, loss of freedom, DNA testing, war, plagues, and diseases, persecution, and even hell, among other undertakings.
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“You can expect to be immersed in [the] reality of today’s world,” Lane said.

Is your interest piqued? To get the full experience, you will have to attend the Apocalypse Experience, held for only three weekends in October: October 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, and 28. While attending, you can also play tactical laser tag, eat dinner at multiple new food vendors, take a tour of our path of plagues, and visit the statue garden. Tickets are $25 and can be bought online at www.apocalypseexperience.com.
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LET US MAKE YOUR EVENT SPECIAL
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ON-SITE CATERING I DELIVERY AND FULL-SERVICE
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JOIN US AT ONE OF OUR 6 DFW LOCATIONS



877.536.2626 I catering@riomambo.com I www.riomambo.com
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our business : bia

More Than Four Decades In Business and Still Outrunning the Competition

jimmy Bradley is the "baddest dog" in town.


Insurance veteran Jimmy Bradley has been in the insurance industry for over 42 years and is busier than ever. With his personal specialty being in commercial insurance, he's been covering businesses, families and other insurance since 1969.

Bradley started out at Weatherford College and moved to the University of North Texas. In 1969, after earning his bachelors of science degree in business, Bradley went to work for the Employees Casualty Company, learning and building his business along the way, including construction companies right here in Parker County.

"I specialize in construction, so you can imagine how busy we are," said Bradley. "Have you ever seen so much construction in your life? Everywhere you look there is construction going on and roads being built. We've always specialized in 'Artisan,' meaning construction, including bricklayers, and painters."

The secret to the success of insurance companies who work with large construction companies and why they turn to Bradley is simple. "I'm the "baddest dog in town."

Explain, please?

"They want someone to back them up, because they like knowledge and experience they can lean on," Bradley said. "Honestly, once you get into commercial business, it's like picking a lawyer. You want the baddest dog in town. If you get into a situation where you need backup, you've got backup you can rely on, and people who understand and have been into the courts many times."

Bradley also understands his products and knows that his clients want experience, education and strength. He also carries all areas of personal insurance.

"If, say the XYZ Company is not treating you right and you're in a wreck and your car is worth $10,000, and the insurance company is only giving you $8,200," Bradley said,

"you need someone in your corner who knows what they are talking about. You need somebody who can say, 'Get this check cut and don't treat my customers badly. I have been at this longer than just about anybody. The company isn't going to argue with someone who has a superior knowledge of the product."

Jimmy Bradley Insurance specialties also range into homeowner's insurance, renter's insurance,

Mexico insurance, personal liability insurance, tenant dwelling insurance, condo insurance and much more. Schedule a friendly consultation with Jimmy Bradley and his amazing staff of agents. Yours will be the safest and most covered business or family you know.

Bradley Insurance Agency
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Bradley Insurance Agency wants to be the last insurance office you ever visit. Handling all of your needs with specialized departments including personal, commercial and life/health. Bradley Insurance Agency does things the old fashioned way, from a live person answering the phone, to the friendly way you are greeted when you are in our office! You will know you have found a home at Bradley Insurance Agency. Bradley Insurance has over 42 years in the insurance business and knows how to take care of you! Let Jimmy Bradley and his team of professionals work with you today!

PERSONAL INSURANCE:

Condo Insurance Motorcycle & RV Insurance Travel Trailer & Boat Insurance Life Insurance - Individual Insurance

Family Health Insurance


Homeowner’s Insurance Renter’s Insurance Automobile Insurance Mexico Insurance Personal Liability Insurance Annuities

Tenant Dwelling Insurance

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE:

General Liability Insurance    ■    Group Health Insurance

Commercial Property Insurance    ■    Worker’s Comp Insurance

Commercial Vehicle Insurance

1415 Summit Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76102 817-332-8288 • Fax: 817-332-8289

Since 1991, Texas Tire Sales has been proudly serving the people of Weatherford and Parker County with all of their tire, auto repair and aftermarket parts & accessory needs. Year after year, owner, Jackie Aldridge and his loyal staff of tire technicians and mechanics have provided the same honest, friendly, hometown service that their customers have come to expect. As a result, Texas Tire Sales is considered Weatherford’s one-stop source for new and used tires, custom wheels, lift kits, bumpers, aftermarket truck accessories and complete automotive repair.

Texas Tire Sales’ 20,000 square foot facility features Weatherford’s largest inventory of passenger car, light truck, commercial & agricultural, ATV, UTV and lawn & garden tires but, they are NOT JUST TIRES! Texas Tire Sales is also Weatherford’s premiere automotive repair shop providing complete repair and maintenance services including: wheel alignment, oil changes, shocks and struts, brakes, suspension repair, engine diagnostics, tune ups and much more.

NO GIMMICKS... NO EXTRAS! Since day one, Texas Tire Sales’ new tire pricing policy has included FREE mounting, balancing & new valve stems as well as FREE tire rotation, balancing and flat repair for the lifetime of every new passenger and light truck tire purchased. As a courtesy to their customers, Texas Tire also offers FREE Multi-Point vehicle inspections to identify existing or potential mechanical problems, as well as FREE FLAT REPAIR regardless of where your tires were originally purchased.

Texas Tire Sales is Weatherford Family Owned and Operated. Stop and see them at

905 Fort Worth Hwy. or Call Dwayne or Aaron at (817) 598-0333

Our purpose is to create happy, satisfied customers... The rest takes care of itself.
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NEW HOURS - NEW ADDITIONS


Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner CATERING

BYOB

to enhance your dining experience


New Menu Items ||


Lunch Specials


TUESDAY

•    Taco Salad

WEDNESDAY

•    Loco Moco

THURSDAY

•    Chicken Fried Steak with Mashed Potatoes & Greenbeans

FRIDAY

•    Lasagna

SATURDAY

•Chicken Pesto Sandwhich & Soup


120 College Ave, Weatherford, TX 76086 • 817-594-7000


Tuesday-Saturday 7:30am - 3pm | Wednesday-Saturday 5:00pm - 9:00pm


Sunday 11:00am - 2:00pm


standard bearer in the legal community, of not only Parker County but also across the state.

John and Sue Ann Westhoff recently celebrated their 46th wedding anniversary. They raised both their daughter Paige and son John Trenton in the Weatherford Independent School District. Paige earned her degree from Texas A & M University and is now an executive recruiter in Dallas.

Trent is a Commander in the Navy in West Palm Beach, FL and will soon be at Corpus Christi, in charge of training flight wing.

As a result of the heritage, leadership, and guidance of those that came before them, the law firm of Borden & Westhoff continues its practice, with its primary goal to provide quality representation to its clients.

Jack Borden would surely approve.
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Patio • Party Rooms Bar • Catering

Happy Hour Every Day 11 a.m. -7 p.m.

817-598-0776

1917 Martin Drive • Weatherford, TX


Lunch Specials Starting at $6.99

www.flamesseafood.com


The team of Mandi Bane and Mark Sneed from Century 21 Lynch Legacy have deep roots in Parker County.
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Lynch Legacy


Mandi was born and grew up in Parker County where she graduated from Weatherford High School, later earing her associates degree from Weatherford College. She is a member of the Texas Association of Realtors, National Association of Realtors, and the Greater Fort Worth Association of Realtors She has a strong and deep love for Parker County and married into a family with the same love for this area that dates back to the early 1900's.

Mandi stays very involved within the community by being a Weatherford Chamber of Commerce Ambassador, head chairperson for the Weatherford Chamber Business Development Committee, and a member of Zonta Club of Parker County. She has been married to her husband, Chris, for 24 years. Together they have one son, Hunter.


Mark and his father, Mike, both attended WHS. Mike retired as WHS head football coach and athletic director in 2008. Mark took his love of sports from his dad and currently coaches the Lipan Varsity Baseball summer league. Mark also attended Weatherford College. Mark's uncle Pat Sneed, is part owner of the fantastic accounting firm, George, Morgan, and Sneed. Mark's ties to Aledo continue with grandfather, L.G. “Coke” Whisenant, who owned the Aledo Mobil station in Downtown Aledo many years ago.
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Loyalty and professionalism come first for Mandi and Mark. They both go the extra mile to take the time to listen and learn about your needs, wants, and desires, while keeping up with the latest and most current market data. They have an eye for the perfect home for you and your family. It's those deep Parker County roots that makes this team the realtors you want to assist you in the home buying process.

Mandi Bane • 817.707.8878 | Mark Sneed • 817.771.6934

5177 E. I-20 Service Road N. • Willow Park, Tx 76087 • 817.441.8059

Weatherfords ‘Premiere Family ‘Restaurant


Lunch • Dinner • Happy Hour

*'*““***■Famtjar


AfEX\C

Tequila Bar Y Grill GIVES BACK!
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C I T Y 0 F WEATHERFORD

Animal Services



Tequila Bar Y Grill has gone to the Dogs... and the Cats, for the whole month of September, in support of The Weatherford Parker County Animal Shelter. Specials all month long that bennefit our furry friends will be posted on our Facebook Page. Come in and eat with us, mention WPCAS, and we willdonate 10% of your meal directly to the shelter. Eat. Drink. Donate!

SATURDAY^ SEPTEMBER 16th

Celebrate Mexican Independece Day

Live Music • $3 Margaritas • 5 Carne Asada Tacos for $5
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Best local BulSIll Fridays and Saturdays

Karaoke Thursdays and Sundays 2150 Tin Top Road | Weatherford, Texas | 682.333.0750

Dine In, Carry Out
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SHOP

Call 817-599-3907 For All Your Catering Needs 1921 S. Main St. Weatherford, TX 817.599.4229

OUr opinions! advice from an expert

In The

Comfort

Zone

Proud To Be An American
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By Brett Hobson CEO Comfort Experts
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This is the greatest country, with the greatest government, with the greatest opportunity for individuals in the history of the world. Even with the tumult over the summer, I truly thank God every day for the privilege of living in America.

And I'm not the only one who thinks so. Our allies around the world look to us for leadership and see us as a shining example of democracy. Tony Blair, the former English Prime Minister, told his ambassadors in 2003,

"We are the ally of the US not because they are powerful, but because we share their values. I am not surprised by anti-Americanism; but it is a foolish indulgence. For all their faults and all nations have them, the US [is] a force for good; they have liberal and democratic traditions of which any nation can be proud. I sometimes think it is a good rule of thumb to ask of a country: are people trying to get into it or out of it? It's not a bad guide to what sort of country it is."

More people continue to want to come to our country for education, health care and opportunity than any other country in the world. Ask anyone who has traveled extensively overseas and they will tell you that there is nowhere else they would want to live. There were a lot of famous people who threatened to move away based on our last presidential election, but I've not seen a single one relocate. Even they know that regardless of who our leader is, this is still the best country in the world to live and work in.

Speaking of educational opportunities, we are consistently told about European nations who offer free or low cost college educations to their young adults. Yes, you have to pay for that opportunity in this country, but it is available to anyone who wants to further their education and expand their job opportunities in the future. And the whole world knows it. According to Time Magazine, International students attending US colleges last year topped one million students. In the US, 66 percent of high school students continued on to a college or university,


according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. In the UK, less than 40 percent of students go to college and in Germany it's even less, with only 35 percent earning a degree. And that's after having to qualify to even continue your studies. Our numbers are higher because we have the opportunity to choose to make our lives better by getting additional training and education. We are the only country in the world where you can choose to live in a mansion or under a bridge.

Those same freedoms that allow you to choose whether you would like to further your education have allowed us to think, to innovate, and to solve problems. Most of us do not look to the government to solve our problems. Think of all the innovation and inventions that were created here. I know in my business I couldn't be happier about the invention of the air conditioner in 1902. Other American inventions have included everything from the first powered flight to the World Wide Web. Our country has created a culture of creativity and innovation [like] the world has never seen. Hundreds of inventions that have made our lives richer, easier and more convenient have been developed by people with the freedom to think bigger and dream.

"In God We Trust" is not just a slogan on our money. It's what we need to believe in as we soldier on in an ever-changing world. Every day we get to choose what our future is, and I believe that our future is here in the United States. We need to support our president, our government and each other. All of us are needed to make us all successful. I'm proud to be an American and I hope you are too.

Brett Hobson,

President Comfort Experts

P.S. We want to be your air-conditioning and heating professionals.
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Comfort is the most beautiful home accessory!

Call us Today.

We are the comfort company.

817.335.3166

1412 Greenwood Rd Weatherford, TX 76088

TACLA20501C
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our youth: ag stars

JULIAN PRELLWITZ

Hoffin' It In Style

Jillian Prellwitz and Bonnie, her Award-Winning Heifer,

Sparkle in the Showring

BY SCOTLYN OGLE

Jillian Prellwitz, a second-grader at Weatherford Christian School, became involved in showing animals when she was just 4-years-old, all because her dad and her older brother, Gavin, also show.

Jillian started out in the peewee class at the Peaster FFA show by showing two animals, a goat and a lamb. She had so much fun with those adorable animals that when she was old enough to participate in a real show, she decided to continue her showing career.

Now 7, Jillian participated in her first real show this past summer at the Parker County Stock Show. She showed her heifer, Bonnie, receiving third place in the shorthorn class. She fell in love with every aspect of showing Bonnie, including the hard work of washing and blow-drying, and walking her. In order to get Bonnie ready for the past show, she was always washing her, feeding her, and walking her around. Besides caring for the animals, Jillian also loves getting to see all her friends at the show, and spending time with them.

"I love being able to spend time with my momma, daddy and brother and seeing all of my friends," Jillian said. "I also like pulling Bonnie around the show arena, and dressing up in my sparkly blue boots and blingy belt." Even though she is young in the showing world, showing has still taught her a lot, including to always be smiling, to take good care of her animals, and to always be kind.

Along with her showing career, Jillian is also active in both cheerleading and volleyball. She enjoys both these activities so much that when she grows up she wants to be both a cheerleader and volleyball coach.

Her biggest inspiration in her life is God. "I know I can do anything as long as He is in my heart," said Jillian. She also looks up to her friend Mackenzie Jones, who taught and helped her throughout the show, and her brother and dad.

"It's hard work," she said as she shared her advice for people that are looking to show in the future. "But it is a lot of fun." l
[image: ]
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Weatherford High School
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Sixteen-year-old Lauren Sharer followed her cousins (yep, all of them) as well as her sister into the world of FfA.

It's a family tradition. They were all highly involved in the organization while growing up, and Lauren wanted to see what it was all about. Now, three years later, her favorite part about being in FFA is the people that she has had the opportunity to meet.

"I have met so many amazing people who are welcoming and so unbelievably kind," she said. Being in FFA has taught her many important life skills, but also a lot about leadership and teamwork. She knows how important it is to be a part of a team of people working together to make something really work.

During her time in FFA she has held two offices: student advisor and reporter. She has received both her Greenhand and Chapter degrees in the short time she has participated in FFA. Though she has never gotten the chance to show by herself, Lauren gets to participate by helping others show.

The biggest inspiration in her life has been her mom, because no matter how hard life gets, her mom never gives up, and always seems to accomplish the impossible.

Besides being a part of FFA, Lauren is involved in the health science programs at the high school; and when she grows up, she wants to go into either orthopedics or trauma surgery.

Lauren Sharer

SPONSORED BY
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FOR ALL YOUR FARM & RANCH, COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE NEEDS
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JIM MARTIN

817-538-6846

jim@martinlandsales.com

Specializing in Parker County Commercial Real Estate

our taste! recipe

Winter Fruit-Stuffed Pork Tenderloin

Serves 8

INGREDIENTS:

1/2    cup dried    apricots

1/2    cup dried    cherries

1/2    cup dried    figs

2 pork tenderloins (about 3 pounds total)

1    teaspoon salt

1    teaspoon freshly ground    black pepper

1    cup crumbled blue cheese

2    tablespoons extra-virgin    olive    oil

4    tablespoons butter

1/4    cup honey, preferably sourwood honey

DIRECTIONS:

1.    Mince the apricots, cherries and figs by hand or in a food processor.

2.    Slice the tenderloins lengthwise, almost all the way through. Open them up and lay them flat. Place each tenderloin on a large piece of plastic wrap. Cover with another piece of plastic wrap and pound each piece of meat with a meat tenderizer until it is about 1/2-inch thick. Remove the top piece of plastic.

3.    Season the surface of the pork with the salt and pepper. Divide the fruit mixture in half and spread evenly on the cut surface of each tenderloin. Top each with half of the cheese. Roll up each tenderloin, using the bottom piece of plastic to help you, tucking in the fruit and cheese as you go. Tie kitchen string every 2 inches around the tenderloins, continuing to push in any fruit or cheese that may fall out.

4.    Preheat the oven to 450 F.

5.    Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Sear the tied tenderloins, turning as each side is browned. Be careful when searing the open side, as some fruit and cheese might fall out. You are just trying to seal in the meat juices, not trying to cook the pork all the way through.

6.    Combine the butter and honey in a microwaveable bowl and microwave on high for about 20 seconds, or until the butter is melted. Drizzle the butter over the tenderloins.

7.    Place the tenderloins on a baking sheet. Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, or until the meat reaches an internal temperature of 150 F. Remove the baking sheet and allow the tenderloins to sit for at least 10 minutes before slicing. This will keep the juices in the meat rather than all over your kitchen counter.

8.    Snip off and discard the strings. Slice the pork into 1-inch-thick pieces and serve.
[image: ]

We want to welcome you to our newest Starbucks located in Albertson’s!

MAKE US YOUR EVERYDAY COFFEE BREAK!

225 East Spring St. Weatherford, TX 76086 817-594-9390 www.albertsonsmarket.com
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OUr taste! restaurant review

Whistle Hill Downtown Cafe —

The Classic Texas Diner, But With A Twist

BY THE WEATHERFORD FOODIE
[image: ]


While driving through the beautiful and historic Weatherford Downtown Square, I noticed that Downtown Cafe had changed owners, and was curious to see what changes had been made. The main eating area remains substantially the same; the west brick wall has been repaired with mortar and the faces have changed.

The menu has been updated a bit, but has kept most of the old favorites with some yummy new additions.

Most of the changes are behind the scenes; I got a tour before they opened for business. They have acquired the adjacent space to the south, created a door and more than doubled the size of the kitchen. Both the kitchen area and the new space were exceedingly clean, and very well laid out for maximum efficiency of movement.

The restaurant now opens at 8 a.m. for breakfast and is normally pretty busy. At 10:30 a.m., they stop serving breakfast and switch to the new lunch menu.

I have ordered the same thing — through many owners — for my breakfast here since the 1990s, and it is still on the menu. My breakfast is now called "The Standard," choosing bacon, two scrambled eggs, hash-browned potatoes, with biscuits and gravy. I also had a cup of hot coffee. My companion had the breakfast sandwich containing ham; two eggs, over hard; and cheese served with grits, oatmeal or sliced tomatoes. When our breakfast came, the breakfast sandwich, cut on the diagonal, was good and gooey with cheese and not runny with egg yolk. The winning combination of ham, egg and cheese was flawlessly executed, as were the grits it came with. My Standard was cooked well and served hot; the bacon was perfectly cooked; the hash browns were loose and nestled around my scrambled eggs. The biscuits and gravy were served on a separate plate, and a welcome addition to an enjoyable breakfast. I dutifully returned for lunch the following day to a full restaurant.

Written on the chalkboard were the daily specials of which I had one, a grilled chicken breast smothered in sauteed vegetables. I chose mashed potatoes covered in brown gravy and Italian green beans as my two sides.

My companion chose what appeared to be a most popular lunch, the "pick-three." The pick three is a choice of quiche of the day, spinach salad, chicken salad, nut bread sandwiches, soup of the day, house salad, tuna salad, fruit salad and vegetable of the day. My companion had this and chose spinach and mushroom quiche, chicken salad, and the nut bread sandwiches. Nut bread sandwiches are small cream cheese icing sandwiches, about five or six, served on freshly baked nut bread and sprinkled with powdered sugar. My chicken was well prepared and enjoyed by a picky diner. My companion was almost giddy over the pick three and quickly gobbled it up. I finished this excellent meal with a slice of homemade apple pie, covered in whipped cream and served warm, a little slice of heaven. I was very happy with the Whistle Hill Downtown Cafe and will be a frequent customer.

The Whistle Hill Downtown Cafe is located on the southwest side of the Weatherford Courthouse Square at 101 West Church Street. They are open seven days a week for breakfast at 8 a.m. Sunday they are open until 2 p.m., every other day until 3 p.m. Breakfast is served until 10:30 a.m. and lunch afterwards. Call them at 817-5994311 or find them on Facebook.
[image: ]
Weatherford Foodie can be found at weatherfordfoodie.com and on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Yelp, Urbanspoon, Foursquare and Pinterest.
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our travels ! ADVENTURES
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If you would like an opportunity to be in this section of Parker County Today, e-mail your vacation photos posing with the magazine to: tristan.evans38@yahoo.com
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Anson and Austin Cole
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Jenny Rhodes, Mike Rhodes, Linda Grett, Mel Rhodes, Elaine Rhodes
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make an event out of any occasion

Corporate Functions ♦ Special Events ♦ Fundraisers ♦ Awards Banquets Birthdays ♦ Anniversaries ♦ Open Houses ♦ Ribbon Cuttings


A Full Service Event Planning Agency


♦    Entertainment

♦    Menu Planning

♦    Hospitality


♦    Styling & Theme Decor

♦    Staging & Lighting

♦    Tables/Chairs/Linens


♦    Floral Design

♦    Event Mgmt.

♦    Rentals


PROFESSIONAL

innovations


P,.eose CO// os

,0r a FREE

c°ns0/fo#fonf


817.900.9500


Cameron Fowler, Owner Dayna Fowler, Acct. Exec.


info@gowithpi.com

www.facebook.com/gowithpi


Serving Parker and Tarrant counties


RemTjmbSr,Tp Shop Local for

IKr FioraiiNijeds


course


forget

becoming


Now Serving Two Locations
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•Small Animall •Large Animal •Boarding •Grooming

• Emergency calls after hours •


Crimes,
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Shenanigans, plus recipes, socia events, weather, sports and more.
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Grote


Veteninany Clinic


Riverstone


Vet&iinmy Hospital


819 Santa Fe Drive | Weatherford, TX 76086    1421 FM 1189 Ste. 4 | Brock, TX 76087

(817) 594-0216 | Metro: (817) 596-8808    (817) 599-8085

—Mon-Fri: 8am-5:30pm | Sat: 8am-12pm Mon-Thur: 7:30am-6pm | Fri: 7:30am-5pm


Sign up for the Parker County Today Newsblast and find out for free.

All you need to do is send a request to be added to the e-mail list:

artwork@parkercountytoday.com

♦ PARKER COUNTY «►

TODAY

-OUR COUNTY'S MAGAZINE-


IPartners With    i

P Parker County

nvironment

Progressive

lA/irtn Cam


Waste Solutions


300.350.3024-

Progressive Waste Solutions is proud to serve all of Parker County's solid waste needs.


Watch us on FOX Sports NETWORKS and follow us at cbrbull.com


108 E. Church St., Weatherford, TX 76086


817-626-2855
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S&S On Site

Drug Screening

ugh ca

or it's Free!

n the p
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817-734-8836 • 817-304-1664

onsitescreen@aol.com


•    Pre-employment & Post Accident Testing

• DOT & Non DOT Drug & Alcohol Testing • State Approved Driving Safety Course • CPR Classes & DOT Physicals

•    DISA Collections • Lab & MRO Services

• Rapid Screens


24/7 MOBILE SERVICE

providing a quality convenient service to save you time and money.
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I have had my carpets cleaned by hard working individuals that did noteworthy job, however it does not come close to the thorough service provided by Valtierra Cleaning Service! Great customer service, Matt is fantastic.

I love using services provided by local businesses. Michelle spoke to me on several occasions as if we were old pals. She answered all my questions and Matt was the same. I value their values customer service is not as visible as it should be these days but trust me they value you as much as you value them.

Pam Huttow Perrin, TX


pa*
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Foundation presen

Life threatening

illnesses don't stop their dreams.

■ Wednesday,

/ September 13, 2017

Gifted children will ROCK YOU as they join Sonny Burgess and his band for a heartfelt and fun evening.

EVENT CHAIRMEN Cheryl Caudill

Dinner by Reata Cendera Center

Imperial Construction 2017 SPIRIT Of CAREITY AWARD


Josh and Lillian Foshee 2017 MARY BRANCH HUMANITARIAN AWARD
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Helping Critically ill Children Through Careity Cancer Fund and ) Pediatric Palliative Care at Cook Children's.


O Careity

Foundation


Lyn Walsh CO-FOUNDER


Beverly Branch CO-FOUNDER


For sponsor and ticket information visit careity.org | 817.882.4100


ON PRINT-AT-HOME TICKETS & COUPON

VOUCHERS NOW ON SALE AT BlGTEXXOM

IT’S BIG, TEXAS BIG. SftcB L8tiG, (he Sia' ■ Fa ■ Ji Tes,.- as celehrvsd the in que nultune.and sp nl ol Lone Si ar Stale. The annual ex position uirtns hundreds dl (ami y '"i.ndiy actwlUts, vesLucx dims, (hriHs or. -he Midway, i-.n expansive agio xho^. Lee headline Uhl..: a< Li ■ n I he Chevrolet :.'.I n St.bj;., u'.l myri . Bin Tax- welcomes you to be our guesl at I lie 2017 State Fairol Texas.

PLAN YOUft TRIP AT

DIM I CA.LUM TfcXH5
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The

Document
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AUTHORIZED DEALER


COPIERS • PRINTERS • FAX DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT PAPER SHREDDERS

★ SA

★ LEASING ★ N

Visit


Our Showroom: www


accelimagingsytstems


sales@copytx.com


Loop 820

Fort Worth

TX 76


ERICAN

1ANCE GROUP
NCL 4

2011 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Presented by

Jerry’s *|p Chevrolet

November 15 - December 10, 2017

Will Rogers Memorial Center * 3401 W Lancaster * Fort Worth, Texas

The Great American Insurance Group NCHA World Championship Futurity Presented by Jerry Chevrolet is restricted to 3-year-old cutting horses that have never been shown in judged competition. Founded in 1962, the NCHA Futurity was the sport’s first “limited age” event. With a purse approaching $4 million, it is the world’s richest indoor horse event and is contested over 22 consecutive days through November and December. The World Championship Futurity showcases the sport’s emerging talent and provides an inside look at the next generation of great horses to share the stage in the one of the world’s most lucrative equine sports. This year, NCHA expects more than 12,000 visitors to take in the talents of almost 1,800 entries competing for millions in cash and prizes.

Visit NCHACUTTING.COM for a full schedule and list of events

National Cutting Horse Association 260 Bailey Ave., Fort worth, TX 76148 • 817-244-6188
mm


TOTAL TRAINING


CHANGING BODIES, ONE REP AT A TIME
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My journey to Tate's all started when my job was taking a toll on my upper body. One day my massage therapist finally told me that she couldn't fix me. She said my upper body muscles were weak and that I needed to strengthen them. It was something I already knew, but as a runner, was completely unmotivated to accomplish upper body strength on my own. I called Kerry Tate and the rest is history!!

I was nervous first going in; not knowing what to expect from such a small, tight- knit gym. I was greeted with a warm welcome, and we immediately got started on crushing my goals! I tried SO hard to impress Kerry with my 5 push-ups but we both knew I had a long way to go. After a month or so, as my strength built, my pain went away.

My body was handling the stress and physical demands of my job. Determined and loving my results, I'm now 6 months in and I have a completely new set of goals. We work continually on muscle endurance, strength training, stability, and cardio.

Kerry has been such an inspiration to me. He has pushed me outside of my comfort zone and shown me that I am capable of so much more than I thought I was! His favorite line when we got started was "It doesn't get easier, you get stronger” and he was 100% right! He really makes working out fun and I'm thrilled with the decision I made to come to Tate's Total Training. I'm very grateful for my gym family so Thank You, Kerry Tate and the staff at Tate's Total Training. You guys ROCK!


rusr rm pocfssz


Be sure to follow us on Social Media: Facebook, G, Snapchat & Twitter

126 N Elm Street • Weatherford, TX 76086 817-341-6550 • 817-301-7000 Kerry Tate- Owner

www.tatestotaltraining.com

Are your computer problems crushing your business?

Let Texedo help out.

IT Support

Server Upgrades & Maintenance Computer Systems & Support Website Design & Hosting Voice & Data Cabling Networking

Phone System and VoIP Solutions Project Management

Texedo Tech noIog ies, inc.

111 W. Church St Weatherford. Texas 76086 www.texedotech.com Office: 817-757-4305
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN OUR CRUST!

We Also Do Catering

817-594-0591
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our heroes ! LEGAL EAGLES

The Legal Eagles —

That the Legal Eagles Call    BY MARSHA BROWN

What constitutes a "Legal Eagle?"

A lawyer that other lawyers would call to help when their kids are in a bind. PCT asked the most successful local attorneys,

"Who would you call if one of their children needed an attorney.

(Our list is based on their answers)
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Top Recommendations and

LEGAL EAGLES -

Top Recommendations and Their Top Areas of Practice

Lawyers whose primary practice is in Parker County; listed under their primary practice area of law.

Top 10 Exemplary Women in Law

Michelle Audet (Elder Law)

Deborah A. Kernan (Criminal Defense)

Lisa A. Crow (Family Law)

Kathleen Pekny Catania — (Criminal) Assistant Parker County District Attorney's Office Kary L. Key (Family Law and Equine Law)

Nikki Grote Rhodes (Criminal Law) Assistant Parker County District Attorney's Office Jennifer Simko-Hamilton (Family Law)

Abigail Placke - (Criminal) - Assistant Parker County District Attorney

Deborah McGregor Cascino (Family Law)

Tiffany Branson —Family Law

Top 5 In Family Law

G. Thomas Vick, Jr.* - Vick Carney, LLP Chad D. Petross* - The Petross Law Firm, PLLC Jennifer Simko-Hamilton - Law Office of Jennifer Simko Hamilton PLLC Lisa A. Crow - Attorney at Law Deborah McGregor Cascino — Cascino Law Firm

*Board Certified in Family Law

Estate Planning and Probate Law

Soroya Joslin - Soroya Joslin, P.C.

Alicia D. Meinzer - Eggleston King, LLP

Real Estate and Business Law

James D. Eggleston, Jr.*# - Eggleston King, LLP Brett F. Gunter* - Eggleston King, LLP John M. Rogers - Rogers, LLP Jack Eggleston - Eggleston King, LLP

Their Top Areas of Practice

John Westhoff —Borden & Westhoff , LLP

*Board Certified in Commercial Real Estate Law #Board Certified in Farm and Ranch Law

Civil Litigation

John M. Rogers* - Rogers, LLP William A. Hicks - Eggleston King, LLP David D. Rapp - Eggleston King, LLP John E. Westhoff - Borden & Westhoff, LLP Timothy J. Mendolia - Mendolia & Pettigrew, LLP

*Board Certified in Civil Trial Law

Criminal Law

Honorable Donald E. Schnebly* - Parker County District Attorney

Daniel W. Carney (Defense) - Vick Carney, LLP Mac Smith (Defense) - Harris Finley Bogle Deborah A. Kernan (Defense) - The Kernan Law Firm, PC Raul Nevarez (Defense) - Raul Nevarez, PC Jeffrey A. Swain - Assistant District Attorney for Parker County

*Board Certified in Criminal Law

Labor and Employment Law

John M. Rogers* - Rogers, LLP

*Board Certified in Labor and Employment Law

Oil and Gas Law

Jack Eggleston - Eggleston King, LLP Brett F. Gunter - Eggleston King, LLP John Westhoff —Borden & Westhoff, LLP

When "Board Certified" is noted, it means the Texas Board of Legal Specialization has awarded a Certification after a screening, referral and testing process.
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presents the 2017
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Six women, each teamed with a top charity and top chef

Emily Beck • Jacquie Case • Lori Clay Mickenzy Kotarski • Caitlin Macrae • Ashley Wilson
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North Texas


Careity

Foundation
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THE SPRINGS Event Center

Thursday • October 12,2017 • 7-10 p.m.

For more information call Tristan at 817-565-2028
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because she loves to stay busy and to work. Wilson jokes and says that she "takes it one day at a time and will be working till I fall over dead on my scissors."

Ashley W


She is very excited for the opportunity to be a bachelorette, and thinks that giving back is a great thing for the community. With Short Chef being her partner as her dessert chef, Wilson is ready to help the children impacted by her charity. As a mother of two children, Make-A-Wish is a charity that is near and dear to her heart.

"I just want to do all I can do and give 100 percent. To know you can impact a child like that means the world to me. I have two kids, and count my blessings every day that they are happy and healthy. I know that not all kids have that opportunity. It's a very humbling experience," she said.

Wilson is ready to win this competition and is going to do her best to raise the most money. She is also excited about getting to know the other girls throughout this competition.

Her favorite thing about living in Parker County is the peaches. Peaches, peaches, and more peaches.

"I love the bread and jelly, but I'm just happy to live here and have my kids here. There're a lot of great opportunities here, and I am happy to be from here," she said.
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Parker County native and Brock graduate Ashley Wilson is excited to be one of the contestants in the 2017 Sweet Charity and Bachelorettes event. Even though the 30-year-old hairstylist at Debonair Hair Salon and Spa is as laid back as they get in her day-to-day job, she is ready to start the competition to raise money for her charity, Make-A-Wish. She told PCT that she is just "thankful to be a part of this."

"I like serving other people, and I want to see my kids grow up and make something of themselves," she explained.

The former Miss Brock High School has been working at her current salon for a little over three years, but she's been doing hair and makeup since her school days.

"I did everyone's hair and makeup in high school. I also talked, and was always in trouble for talking, so my teachers and my friends said that one day I would be a hair stylist, so here I am," Wilson explained.

When thinking about the future, she doesn't plan on an early retirement,
[image: ]


but for her, working with babies every shift is a great reason to make the drive.

"They rely on us 100 percent. They are just so sweet. I want to be there for them," she said. She's currently working on her undergraduate degree at UTA and plans to become a transport nurse. Those are the nurses that ride in the helicopters or planes that transfer sick babies to a hospital or from a hospital for treatment.

Mickenzy's charity is the Weatherford/Parker County Animal shelter, a charity near to her heart.

"If I wasn't doing pediatric care,

I would probably be in the vet field. I am one of those girls who stop in the middle of the road to move a turtle. I'm so glad I got the animal shelter," she said.

Although the shelter has received a lot of coverage in social media, she highlighted that it's been full for a while. She's working full-time and going to school full-time, but looks forward to a time where she can volunteer with the animals at the shelter. She said, "It's hard because as soon as I go in there, I just want to adopt all of them."

Her favorite thing about Parker County is its small town feel. "I'm comfortable here and everyone makes you feel welcome. You don't find that everywhere," she said. She's looking forward to getting out into the community and meeting people and admitted, "I wasn't very social in high school. I want to start getting involved in the community."

Her co-workers are surprised when she tells them where she lives and that she has such a long commute, but it makes sense to Mickenzy. She said simply, "I don't want to leave.

^M^ickenzy Kotarski has lived in Parker County her entire life, well almost.

She attended Brock High School, swinging her way to state champs with the girl's baseball team. After she graduated from Brock High School, she attended Weatherford College.

She began her nursing career, first in Corpus Christi, but after a very short time she decided she wasn't ready for the big city life, and was able to get a transfer to move right back to Weatherford.

This 22-year-old bachelorette is currently a neonatal registered nurse at Medical City Arlington. According to Mickenzy, "I love it. It's a long drive but it's worth it." Some of her co-workers question the hour-long drive she makes,
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our opinions ! CURMUDGEON MUSINGS
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Possible Replacement For Waterboarding?

Make 'Em Watch Late Night Television
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So Sunday evening on Network Television:

Celebrity Feud / Steve Harvey's Funderdome / Big Brother / Candy Crush / Preseason Football

Could there be anything more boring? Yes! A few weeks ago ABC was all thrilled about "Battle of the Network Stars."

Literally the worst show I have ever partially watched. Really? What are they thinking? Some washed-up B and C level quasi-celebrities? Why? Please why?

Going to the movies and they play no fewer than eight movie previews, so, for at least 20 minutes after the published start time, the actual movie starts.

Here is another one — restaurants that don't adhere to their published store hours. Nothing better than looking forward to a breakfast, showing up and they decided to change their hours from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m.

Robo calls — The Bane of our existence. Calls days and nights and now they have learned to mask their call, they use your area code, so you think it might be someone important, someone you might want to talk to — but NOOOOOO.

So, we're at a stage in society, where companies have to totally disguise themselves. Do they really think you're going to buy or spend with them? Maybe people do fall for their gimmicks, otherwise they would stop. So I guess we buy a lot of weird car warranties and college loan forgiveness programs, even if you never had a college loan.

Yahoo news on your computer — trust me don't click on any topic that says, Sponsored. If you do, it will be disappointing because it's a trick. It will usually be a top 10 of something, which on the surface sounds interesting. But what they do is take you on an advertising trip, trying to get to the thing you thought was interesting. Totally, a waste of time. I can envision the corporate meetings where these ideas are cooked up. I'm sure it happens something like this —

"How can we fake out the American public?"

Executive #1 says.

"Well, let's create a maze of tricks," Executive #2 answers. "While the idiots are on the journey, we will advertise them to death."

Why do Apple products cost so much? I'm really ready to go back to a little flip phone. Really! Let's all rebel against all of this craziness. The new IPhone is reportedly going to cost $1000!!

And all the advanced "leaked" insider info says they will not be able to supply enough to sell to everyone who are dying to have it.

So, just in my conspiratorial mind, that creates a feeding frenzy. Everyone will forget the $1000 price tag. But wait, it won't matter that the thing is $1000. You can pay it out over 36 months, kind of like a car payment.

Some Good Things ...

David Letterman is going to do six new shows on Netflix. They're set to come out in 2018. Let's just hope they're not political.

Jerry Seinfeld's "Comedians In Cars Getting Coffee," is a really great show!
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Custom Pools and Spas Luxury Outdoor Living Spaces

Complete Pool Renovations Dedicated Service Team
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PULLIAM POOLS

BUILDING INNOVATIVE POOLS SINCE 1916

HOME OFFICE

2725 Altamesa Blvd. Fort Worth, Texas 76133

817-346-4778

PARKER COUNTY OFFICE

3292 Fort Worth Hwy. Hudson Oaks, Texas 76087

817-613-1910



www.puMiam.com
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October 13th, 2017
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‘SPONSORS
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Singer, Songwriter & Christian Entertainer
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For Table and Ticket Sales, go to



Hudson Oaks, Texas

www.pinkluncheon.com
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George & Amy Mercer
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