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What can we say about dentists? 

They are an essential component of our healthcare 
community who do so much more than give you 
fillings and clean your teeth. In fact, dentists are 
responsible for protecting their patients’ overall 
health, sometimes for a lifetime.

Beyond simply keeping your smile looking good, 
dental health directly affects your self-image, your 
perception within the business world, your general 
health (heart disease is closely linked to issues 
associated with tooth decay) and protects your 
digestion. Childhood phobias notwithstanding, 
dentists are your friends and they are paramount 
to health, happiness, and image.

Here are our Top 11 Parker County Dentists who 
make a living out of protecting our smiles.

Top Dental Picks
Eleven Dental Practitioners That Will 
Make You Smile

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS
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Dr. Ashley Decker spent the first eight years of her life in 
Florida (she was born in Orange Park), but since moving to 

Texas as a child, she’s always considered herself a true Texan. “I 
moved around North Texas quite a bit growing up, but completed 
high school at Mansfield Summit High School,” she explains. She 
later graduated from Texas Christian University (Go Frogs!) with a 
Bachelor’s of Science Degree with a major in Biology. She went 
on to Texas A&M College of Dentistry in Dallas for her Doctor of 
Dental Surgery degree. 

“I’ve wanted to be a dentist since I was a little girl,” Dr. Decker 
says. “It has always amused people when I tell them that my desire 
to become a dentist started when I was a young girl watching 
‘Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer.’ Hermey, the misfit elf from the 
1964 Christmas classic, was the character who first introduced me 
to the idea of becoming a dentist.” 

While most kids hated going to the dentist, the future Dr. 
Decker loved the experience and always held on to the idea of 
becoming a dentist herself. 

Now, at Cosmetic & Family Dentistry, she specializes in general 
dentistry, acting as a primary care dental provider for her patients. 
“I diagnose, treat and manage overall oral health care needs,” she 
explains. “After dental school, I continued to further my educa-
tion in order to provide the best possible care for my patients. One 
area of continuing education that I particularly take pride in are 
my BioClear certifications, which allow me to improve one’s smile 
without having to cut teeth down for crowns or veneers.” 

In many cases, to both patient and dentist, what makes a great 
dentist is their ability to communicate and interact with patients. 
That is what Dr. Decker believes, making clear communication, 
really listening to her patient’s needs and taking the initiative to 
learn about them on a personal level. It’s vital to her practice. 
As she puts it, “all dentists went to dental school and completed 
the clinical requirements to perform as a dentist, but I believe 
what turns a good dentist into a great one is having the ability to 
connect with your patients and build trust to create as comfortable 
as possible an experience at the dentist’s office!” 

One challenge that is inherent to the dental profession is the 
lack of public awareness of the importance of oral and dental 
health. “The majority of the population is unaware of the need 
to go to a dentist and will only visit the dentist when they are in 
pain,” Dr. Decker says. “By that point, most of the time, the cost is 
double or triple what it would have been if a problem was detect-
ed in a timely manner. That is why routine dental visits and clean-
ings are so important.” 

When the pandemic hit, dental offices across the country were 
only allowed to remain open for dental emergencies in order to 
keep patients from burdening hospitals during that time. Such was 
the case with Cosmetic & Family Dentistry, forcing many patients 
to delay their routine dental care. Now that the pandemic is begin-
ning to wind down, Dr. Decker and her practice are committed 
to following the new and evolving guidelines that will allow them 

Dr. Ashley Decker, Cosmetic & Family Dentistry —
Focusing on Teeth, Caring for the Whole Patient

to deliver the necessary medical care to their 
patients. 

What sets Dr. Decker apart in her field is 
not only her approach to fixing problems in the 
mouth, but her willingness to address any prob-
lems that may arise with her patient’s overall 
health. “For example,” she says, “many people 
do not know that a dentist can see the effects of 
acid reflux on their teeth. Over time, the acid can 
erode away enamel, causing numerous problems. 
When I see these present in the mouth, I consult 
with the patient to ensure they are treating the 
main problem (the acid reflux) to protect their 
teeth and overall oral health.” 

When it comes to anxiety relating to a dental 
visit, Dr. Decker is understanding, commenting 
that many adults avoid the dentist due to traumat-
ic experiences as a child. “I believe that strong 
communication between doctor and patient is 
the key to reducing dental anxiety,” she says. Of 
course, she also offers alternative solutions, such 
as “laughing gas,” to quell her patients’ concerns. 

For her parting advice, Dr. Decker says: “Treat 
your oral health as if it is connected to the rest of 
your overall health… because it is! Many stud-
ies have linked oral bacteria to chronic diseases 
such as high blood pressure, diabetes and stroke. 
These conditions may be prevented in part with 
regular visits to the dentist. I encourage everyone 
to take the initiative of becoming the healthiest 
version of themselves.”

Dr. Ashley Decker

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS
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Dr. Romack’s initial interest in dentistry began in college when 
she worked at a dental office. However, it was her experience 

as a “candy striper” in a hospital that sealed the deal—during that 
time, she found that she thoroughly enjoyed helping people, and 
dentistry seemed like a great career path that would allow her to 
help people and fulfill her interest in the dental and medical fields. 

She grew up in Rutherford, NJ, before graduating from Farleigh 
Dickinson University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Biology, and 
later from Baylor College of Dentistry, where she obtained her 
Doctor of Dental Surgery degree. 

“I have practiced general dentistry since 1998,” Dr. Romack 
says. “Being a qualified dentist with the American Academy of 
Dental Sleep Medicine, I treat patients with obstructive sleep 
apnea using oral appliance therapy and adjunctive treatments 
such as laser therapy. I also do traditional orthodontics as well as 
Invisalign treatment. I also treat newborn babies for lip and tongue 
tie releases that help with lactation, benefitting both mother and 
baby.” 

Dr. Romack also files medical insurance as well as Medicare to 
ensure that her patients get the most affordable cost possible. She 
is a Gold+ provider with Invisalign, allowing her to help patients 
with cosmetic as well as functional concerns. 

These days, Dr. Romack specializes in all of the above, leav-
ing most of the general dentistry to her two partners at Cosmetic 
& Family Dentistry, Drs. Decker and Mulkey. No matter the area 
of expertise, Dr. Romack knows what it takes to make a “great” 
dentist.

“I believe a great dentist must first be a good listener,” she 
explains. “Understand your patient’s concerns and empathize 
with them. One must also be a good communicator and educa-
tor. Patients need to truly understand just how important their oral 
health is, as ‘the mouth is the gateway to the rest of the body.’” 
Not only that, but Dr. Romack is a stickler for keeping up with the 
latest developments in the world of dental medicine, especially 
sleep medicine. 

Her practice in sleep dentistry brings Dr. Romack the most 
satisfaction with her career. Many times, she says, her treatments 
allow patients who have never slept well to finally understand 
what it means to get a good night’s sleep, feeling rested and alert 
throughout the day. She’s had married patients who were unable 
to sleep in the same room finally be able to reunite. Her Invisalign 
and orthodontic patients are always excited to see their new 
smiles. “There’s nothing like wearing a beautiful smile; it truly 
changes everything!” she says. “And the babies, what can I say? I 
love them all. And to hear Mom say that nursing is going great and 
it is no longer hurting, that their baby is gaining weight and thriv-
ing, is so rewarding for me.” 

While modern dentistry has plenty of its own challenges, some 
that the profession is currently facing are ones that the rest of us 
are more than familiar with. “Lately, supply issues and inflation 
are hitting us hard,” Dr. Romack admits. “Finding the right team 

Dr. Deborah Romack, Cosmetic & Family Dentistry —
Taking Dentistry Beyond Oral Health

members can be a challenge as well.” 
That is why Dr. Romack is so thankful to 

work with her current team. “I love my team. 
They are a blessing. They are hard workers and 
genuinely care about every single patient. They 
are all highly trained and are proficient in using 
the latest technology we have here in the office.” 
Furthermore, she adds that her team is excellent 
at calming any fears or anxieties patients might 
experience. 

Of course the biggest challenge of the past 
two years has been dealing with the effects of 
the pandemic, which forced Cosmetic & Family 
Dentistry to shut down for several months, except 
to see emergency patients. But with the worst 
(hopefully) behind us, Dr. Romack and her prac-
tice are looking to the future. 

“The best advice I can give to people is to 
be sure to keep up with your oral health,” Dr. 
Romack says. “There are so many systemic 
complications that are associated with poor 
oral hygiene. We spend one-third of our lives 
sleeping—that is the time our bodies and brains 
rejuvenate. Many diseases can be a result of 
untreated sleep apnea. We are truly ‘whole body’ 
dentists here in our practice.”

Dr. Deborah Romack

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS
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For the future Dr. Garrett Mulkey, becoming a dentist 
was a no-brainer decision. “I wanted to become a 

dentist because I grew up around dentistry, with my dad 
being a dentist in Plano, Texas,” he explains. “I always 
enjoyed fixing and building things with my hands, so it 
came naturally.” 

Dr. Mulkey grew up in Aubrey, Texas, before attend-
ing college at Baylor University where he obtained a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biology, followed by his Doctor of 
Dental Surgery from Baylor College of Dentistry. 

“I love helping patients improve their smiles along 
with their oral health,” says Dr. Mulkey. “I love meeting 
new people in the community and helping people main-
tain their teeth for a lifetime.” Of all the procedures he 
performs, he says that cosmetic dentistry and full-mouth 
reconstruction are his favorites. Patience, attention to 
detail and listening to what his patients want and expect 
are key to his approach. 

As much as he loves what he does, though, Dr. 
Mulkey admits that his field does come with its chal-
lenges—and fear and anxiety amongst his patients is 
often his number one challenge. “People are nervous 
about having dental work done in general, and allevi-
ating that fear is our number one goal,” he says. Even 
non-dental medical issues can have devastating effects 
on teeth, so coming up with a plan for each individual 
is an important aspect of Dr. Mulkey and his team’s 
work. 

As we all know, the pandemic posed a challenge for 
dentists, who were not allowed to practice for several 
months except for emergency cases. Even when offices 
were allowed to open back up the pandemic left its 
mark on the way things were done, forcing practices 
like Cosmetic & Family Dentistry to carefully control the 
flow of patients in and out of the office. 

“Our office treats all of our patients like family,” says 
Dr. Mulkey. “We get to know our patients well and do 
not just treat their teeth, but their whole overall oral 
health.” 

When it comes to relieving anxiety in his patients, 
Dr. Mulkey falls back on his most reliable principles: 
patience and trust. “Listening to your patients’ fears and 
talking them through what you are doing … are the best 
ways to alleviate anxiety. Occasionally we will sedate 
people with nitrous oxide or light sedation if needed, 
but taking your time and talking it through will alleviate 
most fears.” 

As for Dr. Mulkey’s parting advice: “Keep your teeth 
your whole life. Losing teeth leads to a variety of medi-
cal problems later in life. [Get] twice yearly checkups, 
and go to a dentist you trust and know.”

Dr. Garrett Mulkey, Cosmetic & Family Dentistry —
Going On Patience and Trust

Dr. Garrett Mulkey

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS

“People are nervous
about having dental work 

done in general,
and alleviating that fear 
is our number one goal,”
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weatherfordsleep.com

 817-594-3806
114 West Columbia

Weatherford, TX 76086

Treating Sleep Apnea with Oral Appliances

Most Medical Insurances, Medicare, and TriCare Accepted

Here at Weatherford Dental Sleep Medicine, 
Dr. Deborah Romack and her team are 
dedicated to helping you discover whether or 
not you suffer from obstructive sleep apnea 
(OSA) with the help of advanced technology 
and skilled assistants, but once we’ve formed a 
concrete diagnosis with your regular physician, 
what’s the next step?  It’s time to find the right 
treatment that provides relief from symptoms 
and helps you rest easy throughout the night. 
In most cases of mild to moderate sleep apnea, 
the condition can be treated with a customized 
oral appliance. 

An oral appliance from our Weatherford, TX 
office may not seem significant, but it repositions 
the lower jaw and tongue dramatically reducing 
the chances of airway blockage during sleep 
and virtually eliminating snoring and other 
symptoms of sleep apnea. Oral appliances 
are especially encouraged for patients who’ve 
experienced CPAP failure. If you’ve found that 
particular treatment option dissatisfying, Dr. 
Romack offers combined therapy for more 
complicated cases.

Dr. Deborah Romack
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Dr. J.C. Reagan grew up in Harlingen, Texas, before he 
attended Texas A&M University to earn his Bachelors of 

Science degree and then a Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS) 
degree from UT Health Science Center in San Antonio. But why 
dentistry?  

“I shadowed a family friend that was a dentist in high 
school,” Dr. Reagan explains, “and I thought the career was 
very interesting.” 

That spark of interest was the start of a more-than-successful 
career that has now led Dr. Reagan to his current practice in 
Hudson Oaks, where he specializes in general dentistry, but 
also has special training in cosmetic dentistry, surgery, implants, 
orthodontics and many other procedures. In short, whatever you 
need, Dr. Reagan is your man. “I enjoy and perform procedures 
in all aspects of dentistry,” he confirms. 

For Dr. Reagan, being a good dentist means being able to 
communicate and relate effectively to his patients while also 
providing them with great dental care. Being a good dentist also 
means being understanding towards patients who may have 
anxiety about procedures. “I deal with dental anxiety every 
day,” he admits, adding that part of helping patients through the 
potential fears is offering nitrous oxide and sedation dentistry to 
those who need it. 

“I love providing a service to the local community that 
people want and need,” says Dr. Reagan. “It is fun and reward-
ing to give confidence back to people through their smiles and 
establish good relationships with patients.” 

Of course, that doesn’t mean that dentistry comes without its 
challenges. One of the top challenges, according to Dr. Reagan, 
is simply managing the growing practice. “We work hard at 
providing a great patient experience and customer service while 
maintaining top-notch dental care,” he says. 

But more than simply rising to the challenge and providing 
for patients, the practice also has had to contend with effects 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. “The pandemic was tough on 
the practice during the shutdown,” Dr. Reagan admits. “We 
were unable to practice, and there was a lot of uncertainty on 
if we would be able to reopen and what dentistry during the 
pandemic would look like in the future. Managing staff and 
screening patients was difficult as well.” 

Now, though, with the pandemic winding down in many 
places, people are once again looking to prioritize their oral 
health, and Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry will always be there 
to deliver. 

“We offer a wide variety of procedures all under one roof 
with extended hours,” says Dr. Reagan. “We strive to provide an 
excellent patient experience in a comfortable environment and 
convenient location.” 

As for his best dental advice? “Take it easy on the Dr. 
Pepper!” he says. “Oh, and brushing your teeth twice a day 
helps, too.”

J.C. Reagan, DDS, Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry 
General Dentistry Extraordinaire

Dr. J.C. Reagan

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS
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Dr. Lakshay Sharma of Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry did 
not grow up dreaming of being a dentist, nor was there a 

dentist in the family. The Toronto native set his career course 
during his undergraduate studies.

“While spending countless evenings sitting at a desk study-
ing during undergrad, I knew then that I didn’t want to sit at 
a desk for the rest of my working career,” he said. “I preferred 
a career working with my hands while also incorporating a 
science aspect, which is what my degree was focused on. I felt 
confident in my career decision after shadowing my own family 
dentist. The biomechanics of dentistry continue to keep me 
interested to this day.” 

Dr. Sharma earned a BSc (Bachelor of Science) degree in 
Biology at the University of Western Ontario; his DDS (Doctor 
of Dental Surgery) degree he received from Indiana University 
School of Dentistry.

According to Dr. Sharma, helping people in pain is a very 
rewarding part of his career.

“I love being able to relieve patients’ pain, whether it be an 
infection or a fractured tooth,” he said. “Patients routinely come 
in with an infected tooth, having not slept the night before. 
Patients are very grateful when I’m able to take the tooth out 
and almost immediately give them some relief.” 

Working in almost all aspects of dentistry, Dr. Sharma is 
particularly interested in implant placement and orthodontics. 
Something he finds challenging is convincing people that an 
oral hygiene routine, just a few minutes of attention to their 
teeth mornings and nights, can prevent many dental problems.

Years of study and practice equip a dentist with knowledge 
and technical skills, but to become a “great” dentist you need 
some people skills. “What makes for a great dentist is their abil-
ity to manage and connect with the different personalities of 
patients. Whether it be speaking with a patient to alleviate their 
anxiety or helping another patient understand the significance 
of their oral health, the dentist’s ability to connect with patients 
helps achieve this goal. A commitment to lifelong learning, 
compassion and attention to detail are a few other attributes 
that make for a great dentist.” 

Asked what sets him apart in his field, Dr. Sharma replied: 
“I’ve made it a priority to challenge myself and stay up-to-
date in a variety of procedures. Procedures such as molar root 
canals, implants, traditional orthodontics and Invisalign are a 
few of the treatment options I can offer patients. This allows me 
to comprehensively [treat] every patient I meet and offer them a 
viable option to improve their oral health.” 

Part of this is addressing a very common problem: anxiety. 
Anxiety related to dental procedures is usually eased by a quick 
chat about what the patient can expect during the procedure. 
“Other patients opt for further assistance to decrease their anxi-
ety via laughing gas, or oral medication prescribed prior to the 
appointment.”

Lakshay Sharma, DDS, Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry
Meeting the Challenges

Dr. Lakshay Sharma

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS

Asked for his thoughts on what impact the 
pandemic has had on his practice and dentistry 
in general, he said, “In terms of our practice, we 
slowed down at the beginning of the pandemic like 
many other businesses. It was an uncertain time as 
we didn’t know how long it would last. Fortunately, 
Texas has been lenient in terms of COVID protocols. 
We let patients know that their safety is a top priority, 
and we’ve been able to bounce back very quickly.”

In regard to dentistry, dental school students 
have been particularly impacted by the pandemic. 
Students are unable to treat the same number of 
patients they would have prior to the pandemic, 
which has caused them to be less prepared to enter 
the workforce.”

Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry is located at 200 
S. Oakridge Drive, Unit 106, in Hudson Oaks. Call 
(817) 406-7455.
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Dr. Paul Froude’s story begins far from Parker County. 
“I grew up in the Republic of Panama, near the 

Panama Canal,” he explains. However, his education 
has taken him far and wide across the United States. Dr. 
Froude attended Pacific Lutheran University, Washington 
State University and the University of Nevada Las Vegas 
School of Dental Medicine, where he earned his Doctor 
of Dental Medicine.  

What inspired him to choose the dental path? “I like 
having the ability to help people,” he says. 

Dr. Froude enjoys performing a wide variety of dental 
procedures, specializing in general dentistry. One aspect 
of his job that he loves is “being able to educate patients 
so that they understand dentistry enough to participate in 
their own dental healthcare.” 

The patient-dentist connection is an important aspect 
of the job for Dr. Froude, as he recognizes that the 
patient’s comfort is of the utmost importance. “Just like 
there are a variety of different ‘great’ cars for a variety 
of people, there are a variety of different qualities that 
can make a dentist ‘great,’” he explains. “The trick, as 
a patient, is to discover a dental office that makes you 
comfortable.”  

The dental profession is not without its challenges, 
though, with many people having postponed routine 
checkups and cleanings because of the pandemic. Even 
with the pandemic winding down, Dr. Froude admits 
that some challenges just come with the territory. “As a 
dentist,” he admits, “my challenges usually involve help-
ing a patient understand the technical and biological 
aspects of dentistry.” But it’s a challenge he loves. 

So what is Dr. Froude’s parting advice? “See your 
hygienist and do what she suggests,” he says. “Brush, 
floss, rinse.”

Paul Froude, DDS, Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry
Comfort Is the Key

Dr. Paul Froude

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS

“Just like there are a variety of different 
‘great’ cars for a variety of people, there are a 
variety of different qualities that can make a 

dentist ‘great. The trick,
as a patient, is to discover a dental office

that makes you comfortable.”  



200 South Oakridge Drive, Suite 106 Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 406-7455  |  HudsonOaksDentist.com

Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry provides a full selection of dental services for patients 
in Hudson Oaks, Weatherford, Willow Park and the surrounding Parker County areas. 
We deliver services in a comfortable environment geared to relax and calm patients 

so that they have the best dental experience available. You will appreciate the 
at-home difference of Hudson Oaks Family Dentistry.

Dr. J.C. Reagan Dr. Lakshay SharmaDr. Paul Froude
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The secret is out! Everybody wants to see Dr. Thomas 
Novak at Beacon Dentistry. “The roof has blown off 

the place—we can’t accommodate people fast enough!” 
he says. “Everyone wants to be here … For 22 years the 
hygienist had three rooms and I worked out of four, and 
now the hygienist works out of four rooms and I share 
three. We have a huge capacity blockage.”  

Never one to disappoint, Dr. Novak and Beacon 
Dentistry are tackling their space issue by moving to a 
new office that is currently under construction.  

“It will be way better over there,” Dr. Novak says. 
“Parking will be better … JRJ [Construction] is our builder. 
This is the first time they’ve built a dentist’s office. They 
have made this very pleasant.”  

Originally from Chicago, Dr. Novak admits that when 
he was growing up he didn’t have any idea what he 
wanted to do—but his brother was a dentist. Tom is the 
youngest of six children, his brother is 20 years older than 
he is, and as Tom puts it, “He seemed to have a life that 
was worth replicating. So I decided to be a dentist.” It was 
a good career choice.  

“I like people. I enjoy meeting people and meeting 
patients,” he explains. “I like to lead a team. There are 14 
on my team now.” 

Dr. Novak served in the Navy and graduated from 
dental school in 1991. His young family consisted of 
himself, his wife and their three children under 4 years of 
age. So what brought him from Chicago to Parker County?  

“I was getting out of the Navy and my brother, the 
dentist, lives down here in Grand Prairie,” he explains. 
“I have another brother that lives here too. With me just 
starting out with a new family, I thought we needed to be 
around family.” When he and his wife got a look at Parker 
County, they knew they were home. 

As a people-person, it’s the patients that make Dr. 
Novak’s career so fulfilling for him. Longtime patient 
Walter Worthington said of his dentist, Tom Novak: “It’s 
been said that there are three common traits of successful 
people. They have energy, enthusiasm and the ability to 
get things done. And on top of that, he’s a great guy.”  

Unfortunately, Dr. Novak observes, many other profes-
sionals in the healthcare industry don’t make it a priority 
to give back to the communities they serve. Not so for 
Tom. “Every other Friday,” he says, “I go to a free dental 
clinic and pop out teeth for homeless people in Fort 
Worth. It is right smack dab in the center of the slums 
in Fort Worth, but I love the work!” Dr. Novak actually 
works with two clinics, but he explains that The Beautiful 
Feet Ministries is his favorite. “So I go every other Friday 
morning and I see 15 to 20 people. I’ll be taking over the 

Dr. Thomas J. Novak, DDS, Beacon Dentistry 
Taking Community Involvement to the Next Level

Dr. Thomas Novak

  our professionals: PC’S TOP DENTISTS

administrative department over there in January. It’ll be 
fun.” 

His Weatherford practice also operates by his chari-
table inclination, offering a free day that Dr. Novak says 
they are going to call “A Beacon of Hope.” “We do that 
on a Friday and will see about 80 people on that one 
day,” he explains. “Anyone can come, but I will probably 
cater towards the veterans in 2022.”  

His love of charity is infectious among Beacon 
Dentistry’s staff. “Everyone will tell you that [the free day] 
is the best of the year here,” he says. “I want everyone 
here to have an abundant, generous personality. As long 
as we do the right thing first, everything else will be fine.”

BeaconDentistry.com
326 S Waco St, 
Weatherford, TX 
76086

Your Smile is a

When you visit Beacon Dentistry for your 
dental care, you can bet that there’s 
never a dull moment at our dental 
office. Your appointment shouldn’t have 
to feel like just another chore or 
errand. Instead, you can expect familiar 
faces, lots of laughter, and a dental 
office that truly feels lively for all of your 
family members. We are a local 
operation, which means we can do 
things the way we know our patients 
want us to. Whether you’re by yourself 
or with family, our team is confident 
we can provide the highest quality care 
possible.

(817)230-4340 

Dr. Thomas Novak



BeaconDentistry.com
326 S Waco St, 
Weatherford, TX 
76086

Your Smile is a
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faces, lots of laughter, and a dental 
office that truly feels lively for all of your 
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operation, which means we can do 
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Dr. Thomas Novak
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Robert Casey Stroud, DDS, knew at age six that he 
wanted to become a dentist. His childhood dentist, 

Weatherford’s own Dr. Richard McIntosh, influenced 
him heavily. His time with Dr. McIntosh taught him that 
“going to the dentist can be a fun and awesome experi-
ence.” Dr. Stroud always wanted to provide the same type 
of care for future pediatric patients. He also was a patient 
of Dr. Robert Penny for braces in Weatherford. He even 
worked for Dr. Penny for several years during high school 
and college and gained not only valuable experience but 
even more motivation for providing high-quality care for 
patients. 

Born in Weatherford, Dr. Stroud grew up in Granbury. 
He graduated college from Texas A&M University with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Biomedical Science and then 
graduated dental school from Baylor College of Dentistry 
(BCD) with a DDS. (BCD was purchased by Texas A&M 
and changed to Texas A&M College of Dentistry.) Dr. 
Stroud graduated pediatric residency from BCD as well 
and trained at BCD, Texas Scottish Rite Hospital and 
Children’s Medical Center of Dallas with a degree in 
Pediatric Dentistry.

Pediatric Dentistry is his specialty. His knowledge and 
skills allow him to care for infants, adolescents, teens and 
special-needs patients. Stroud Pediatric Dentistry is the 
first pediatric dental office in Parker County.

Asked what makes for a good or great dentist, Dr. 
Stroud replied, “Compassion, kindness, caring and 
patience (and great patients!). And a good sense of humor 
helps!”

What he loves about his job is “seeing the smiles 
on the faces of kids that were scared and have a great 
experience. Honestly, interacting with children in a way 
that makes them feel comfortable having someone look 
in their mouth. Our goal is to create a patient relation-
ship that, when they are adults, they still like going to the 
dentist.”

As might be expected, pediatric dentistry can be chal-
lenging. It involves everything from persuading a 2-year-
old to open their mouth to an older special-needs patient 
that needs a lot of guidance. “Parents’ expectations for 
how their children will act or can be treated is one of our 
most difficult challenges,” said Dr. Stroud. “But, our goal 
is to provide guidance and a plan that is a win-win for 
everyone involved.” 

The pandemic presented special problems for dentists. 
Because of the severity of aerosols from the mouth that 
dentistry creates, dentists were one of the professionals 
most at risk for infection. “We added filtration systems, 
created limited contact environments (which is extremely 

Robert Casey Stroud, DDS, Stroud Pediatric Dentistry 
Compassion, Kindness and Caring Go A Long Way

Dr. Robert Casey Stroud
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challenging for kids), and new rules to ensure everyone’s 
safety. Luckily, dentistry has always exceeded require-
ments for sterilization and that allowed us to continue 
providing the cleanest environment for our patients and 
families. However, many challenges have presented 
themselves. The cost of equipment/supplies has exploded, 
insurance reimbursements rates are at an all-time low, 
having new protective protocols for all parties has been 
difficult, and learning to schedule patients [in a way] that 
helps limit contact with others are just a few issues that 
we have faced.” 

What is Dr. Stroud’s expert advice? “The easy answer 
is brush twice a day, visit your dentist twice a year, floss 
and have a well-balanced diet. As a matter of fact, the 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry recommends 
that you also start having your child seen by either their 
first birthday or when their first tooth erupts. However, 
our best piece of advice is to find a dentist that fits you 
and your child’s personality. When everybody gets along, 
the experience is long-lasting and works so much better.”

134 El Chico Trail #101
Willow Park, TX 76087
(817) 441-2425
dfwpediatricdentistry.com

We Go Above & Beyond 
Because Your Kids Deserve It

STROUD
PEDIATRIC 
DENTISTRY
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Michael Lee Ball, DDS, coming from a family of 
medical professionals, always knew that he wanted 

to do something in the health field that would help 
others. He was also fortunate enough to have a great 
dentist and oral surgeon that showed him how amazing 
the dental field could be.

Dr. Ball decided to specialize in Pediatric Dentistry 
and now cares for infants, adolescents, teens and special-
needs patients. 

Though born in Fort Worth, he grew up down the 
interstate in Itasca. He graduated college from Texas A&M 
University with a Bachelor’s Degree of Biology, then from 
Texas A&M College of Dentistry (after its name change) 
with a DDS. Dr. Ball graduated pediatric residency from 
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania 
with a degree in Pediatric Dentistry.

A great dentist is one who cares, one who empathizes 
with patients, understands that they have anxiety about 
oral procedures. To set the patient at ease, patience is 
required, and a little kindness goes a long way toward 
forming a bond between dentist and patient.

“Part of our extensive training is in behavior manage-
ment and guidance. This involves several methods from 
having a kid-friendly environment to offering various 
anxiolytic services like nitrous oxide (“happy air”) and/or 
sedation options. We even have TVs on the ceiling above 
each dental chair to aid in distracting their anxiety.”

According to Dr. Ball: “Pediatric dentists are a special 
breed of people. Trying to convince a kid to do something 
orally invasive that they really don’t want to do is tough. 
Pediatric dentists have an extra two-to-three years of train-
ing in just treating kids and special-needs patients. Many 
of our non-pediatric dental colleagues are so grateful that 
we do what we do. And we are so grateful that they see 
all the adults! We are not a Family Dentist or a Child-
Friendly Dentist; we are Pediatric Dentists, and it makes a 
difference.”

Because dentistry creates aerosols from the mouth that 
could make the spread of infection likely, dentists had to 
adapt when the pandemic began to shut things down. To 
address issues created by the tenacious virus, the prac-
tice added filtration systems and created limited contact 
environments, learning to schedule patients [in a way] 
that helps limit contact with others. Of course, this was 
extremely challenging as the patients are mainly children. 
As in other sectors, equipment and supply costs shot up. 
Insurance reimbursement rates hit an all-time low.

Concerning expert advice, Dr. Ball gave the tried-and-
true answer: brush twice a day, visit your dentist twice 
a year, floss and have a well-balanced diet. According 

Michael Lee Ball, DDS, Stroud Pediatric Dentistry
Creating Lasting Dentist/Patient Bonds

Dr. Michael Lee Ball
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to the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, parents 
should start having their children seen by either their first 
birthday or when their first tooth comes in. That said, 
finding a good fit is also important. Finding a dentist that 
both parent and child are comfortable with is key in form-
ing a comfortable long-term relationship.

“Pediatric dentists are a 
special breed of people. 
Trying to convince a kid 
to do something orally 

invasive that they
really don’t want to

do is tough.”
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Dr. Marshall Wright of Wright Family Dentistry nearly 
took a different career path; but a walk-through of 

his dentist’s office tipped the scales.
“I had a great dentist growing up in Coahoma,” 

explained Dr. Wright. “John Meyers was instrumental in 
showing me about the dental profession. I was contem-
plating going into pharmacy school. However, when I 
was in high school, he showed me around his office and 
I began shadowing him. After watching several surgeries, 
I was hooked. Being able to fix problems with people 
and getting to know so many great people around Parker 
County has been a true blessing that I thank him for every 
chance I get.”

Coahoma, the small town in West Texas Dr. Wright 
grew up in, is just east of Big Spring. “As a small-town 
kid, it was a real eye-opener when I moved to Austin and 
attended UT,” he recalled. He earned a degree in Biology 
from The University of Texas, and a DDS degree from The 
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.

Dr. Wright performs a wide variety of dental proce-
dures: implants, crowns, dentures, fillings and many 
other areas of dental-related treatments. He also enjoys 
Invisalign cases and veneers for esthetic cases. “There’s 
no feeling like giving someone a smile that they’ve want-
ed their entire life,” he said. “We often all end up in tears 
of joy at the end of those cases.”

Asked what sets him apart from other dentists, Dr. 
Wright’s humility came out. “I don’t really see anything 
that does set me apart,” he replied, adding, “I try 
constantly to better myself and better my practice. I try 
to relate to each patient and work together with them to 
come up with the right treatment. I am very conservative 
and have a philosophy to do what needs to be done, and 
not to over-diagnose. The dental office can be a very scary 
place. The appointment actually starts when a phone call 
is made to our office. Having a staff that understands the 
fears and perceptions of the public is very important. We 
work hard to try to make every patient comfortable. We 
offer nitrous oxide to relax. We also offer conscious seda-
tion options to help our patients with deeper anxieties 
and fears that create barriers to getting their teeth healthy 
and beautiful.” 

According to Dr. Wright, a great dentist is one who 
puts the patient first. A great dentist operates by the 
Golden Rule. “I have tried to live my life and run my 
business by this Golden Rule. We are truly blessed in 
Parker County to have so many great dentists and I am 
proud to be a small part of that in Weatherford.”

What does he love about the work? “I love the interac-
tion with people. Sometimes, I talk too much. My patients 
know this about me, and I think I spend more time talking 

Dr. Marshall Wright, DDS, Wright Family Dentistry
A Great Dentist Puts the Patient First

Dr. Marshall Wright
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to people than actually doing treatment. It is what I love 
to do, and I feel so lucky to be able to do what I do every 
day.” 

Dr. Wright said COVID has changed the world, and 
that dentistry has not been excepted from that change. 
High costs, staff shortages and new health restrictions due 
to the pandemic have certainly brought new challenges. 

“The pandemic has presented challenges to us all,” 
he added. “In the beginning of the COVID crisis, we 
were forced to cancel cleaning appointments for two 
months. We were restricted to emergency procedures 
only. Obviously, it was a trying time. However, I know 
many of my patients that lost their jobs, lost their busi-
nesses, or lost their lives. It has formed a new world of 
regulations and stipulations that we have learned to work 
with. We all are looking forward to a time when life gets 
back to normal, whatever the new normal is.” 

Asked for his best piece of advice, Dr. Wright said, 
“A great tip I have for most people is to invest in an 
electronic toothbrush. There are many things people can 
do to maintain their oral health. Flossing, brushing and 
regular visits are key. However, we live in the real world. 
Sometimes we don’t floss. Sometimes we don’t brush. An 
electric toothbrush will help to remove more plaque and 
help prevent problems down the road.”
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We offer two locations for the convenience of our patients who live in Aledo, Weatherford, Fort Worth, Hudson Oaks, 
Willow Park, Brock, Azle, Annetta, Granbury, Lipan, Acton, Benbrook and other surrounding areas.

134 El Chico Trail #102, Willow Park, TX 76087     |     311 FM 1187, Aledo, TX 76008
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Scott Myser, DDS, MS Elisabeth Barnhart, DDS, MS

Board Certified by the American Board of Orthodontics

Schedule your Complimentary 
Comprehensive Consultation today!
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Dr. Scott Myser dreamed of 
becoming an orthodontist since 

grade school. As soon as he finished 
his own treatment and saw his smile, 
he knew he wanted to become 
an orthodontist and help others to 
achieve that feeling of confidence. 
Today, making people happy and 
giving them new confidence through 
their smiles, which can be life chang-
ing, is what it’s all about for Dr. 
Myser.

Graduating Summa Cum Laude 
from Texas A&M University with 
a degree in Biomedical Science, 
Dr. Myser then attended Baylor 
College of Dentistry (BCD) where 
he graduated as the salutatorian 
and received a Doctorate of Dental 
Surgery degree. He also received 
a Master of Science degree and 
Certificate in Orthodontics from 
BCD. Following his education, he 
completed the voluntary examination 
process and became a board-certified 
Diplomate of the American Board of 
Orthodontics. 

Dr. Myser’s dream was realized 
when Myser Orthodontics opened in 
January 2011. In addition to operat-
ing his own practice, he was invited 
and currently serves as a Clinical 
Faculty member at the orthodon-
tic program of BCD. He regularly 
participates in continuing education 
in order to stay current with modern 
advances in dentistry, which enables 
him to better provide comprehensive 
and esthetic treatment options for his 
patients.

Having grown up in the Dallas/
Fort Worth area, Dr. Myser “feels 
fortunate to be providing orthodontic 
care to a community that he knows 
and loves.” Giving back to that 
community is important to him. He 
and his wife, Sarah, graduated togeth-
er from high school in the Metroplex, 
and are blessed to have generations 
of their families still living in and 
around the DFW area. They have a 

Scott Myser, DDS, MS, Myser Orthodontics
Creating Happiness and Confidence One Smile at a Time

Dr. Scott Myser family
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daughter, Abigail, and a son, AJ. First and foremost, he enjoys spending 
time with his family when away from the practice. 

While Dr. Myser enjoys his work, he is also a big sports fan, especially 
football, basketball and baseball. He also enjoys fishing, staying fit and 
spending time outdoors. 

Dr. Myser and the Myser Orthodontics team are committed to delivering 
awesomeness in the treatment results and experience of our patients. We 
are devoted to sharing joy through our energy, gratitude, smiles and laugh-
ter, and dedicated to supporting our community as a moral and generous 
example to all.


